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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN
FFoorr PPaarreennttss
TThhiiss CChhiillddrreenn''ss MMaassss BBooookk has been prepared to 
accompany children as they pray at Mass. 
Words in italics offer brief explanatory notes, 
and the people's responses according to the 
Revised Order of Mass (introduced 2011) 
are included.

FFoorr CChhiillddrreenn
Every week, the parish community gathers to celebrate 
the Eucharist. The word Eucharist means 'thank you'. 
It is our way of saying ''tthhaannkk yyoouu'' to God for the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

In this book you will find five main headings. 
These will help you understand each stage of the Mass:

1 WWee GGaatthheerr to praise God
2 WWee LLiisstteenn to God's word in the Bible
3 WWee GGiivvee TThhaannkkss for the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 
4. WWee RReecceeiivvee the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ 

in communion
5. WWee GGoo out to be peacemakers and hope-givers
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When the Entrance Song is concluded, we sign
ourselves with the Sign of the Cross, while the
Priest says:

Priest In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

PPeeooppllee AAmmeenn..
Then the priest greets us with one of the 
following greetings:

Priest The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.

Or: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Or: The Lord be with you.
 PPeeooppllee AAnndd wwiitthh yyoouurr ssppiirriitt..

TThhee OOrrddeerr ooff MMaassss
WWEE GGAATTHHEERR

IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy RRiitteess
We gather together as a family of faith. 

As we sing the Entrance Song, the priest 
and other ministers process to the altar 

and bow reverently. 

The altar represents Jesus Christ. 
The Priest kisses the altar. 
Then he goes to the chair. 

76
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OOppttiioonn BB
PPrriieesstt Have mercy on us, O Lord.
PPeeooppllee FFoorr wwee hhaavvee ssiinnnneedd aaggaaiinnsstt yyoouu..
Priest Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
PPeeooppllee AAnndd ggrraanntt uuss yyoouurr ssaallvvaattiioonn..
OOppttiioonn CC
PPrriieesstt You were sent to heal the contrite 

of heart:
Lord, have mercy. 

PPeeooppllee LLoorrdd,, hhaavvee mmeerrccyy.
PPrriieesstt You came to call sinners:

Christ, have mercy. 
PPeeooppllee CChhrriisstt,, hhaavvee mmeerrccyy..
PPrriieesstt You are seated at the right hand 

of the Father to intercede for us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

PPeeooppllee LLoorrdd,, hhaavvee mmeerrccyy.. 
TThhee PPrriieesstt aasskkss GGoodd ttoo ffoorrggiivvee uuss aallll::
PPrriieesstt May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life.

PPeeooppllee AAmmeenn..

PPeenniitteennttiiaall AAcctt
TThhee PPeenniitteennttiiaall AAcctt ccaallllss ffoorr aa cchhaannggee ooff hheeaarrtt 
aass wwee rreefflleecctt oonn tthhee wwaayy wwee lliivvee aass aa CChhrriissttiiaann 
ccoommmmuunniittyy.. 
WWee ccaallll ttoo mmiinndd oouurr ffaaiilluurreess,, aallwwaayyss 
rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg GGoodd''ss lloovviinngg ffoorrggiivveenneessss..

PPrriieesstt Brothers and sisters, 
let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves 
to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

TThheerree iiss bbrriieeff ppaauussee ffoorr ssiilleenntt rreefflleeccttiioonn.. 
TThheenn wwee pprraayy oonnee ooff tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg ooppttiioonnss::
OOppttiioonn AA
AAllll II ccoonnffeessss ttoo aallmmiigghhttyy GGoodd 

aanndd ttoo yyoouu,, mmyy bbrrootthheerrss aanndd ssiisstteerrss,,
tthhaatt II hhaavvee ggrreeaattllyy ssiinnnneedd 
iinn mmyy tthhoouugghhttss aanndd iinn mmyy wwoorrddss,, 
iinn wwhhaatt II hhaavvee ddoonnee 
aanndd iinn wwhhaatt II hhaavvee ffaaiilleedd ttoo ddoo,,
tthhrroouugghh mmyy ffaauulltt,, tthhrroouugghh mmyy ffaauulltt,,
tthhrroouugghh mmyy mmoosstt ggrriieevvoouuss ffaauulltt;;
tthheerreeffoorree II aasskk bblleesssseedd MMaarryy eevveerr--VViirrggiinn,,
aallll tthhee AAnnggeellss aanndd SSaaiinnttss,,
aanndd yyoouu,, mmyy bbrrootthheerrss aanndd ssiisstteerrss,,
ttoo pprraayy ffoorr mmee ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd oouurr GGoodd..
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