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99 They called for manpower and
human beings show up.
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tending Holy Mass on Sunday, man's sights are direct-
od \oward Bhe real gaad of kit e, The commandment
E6 Fidl om e Sabbath is thas 3150 & bulwark agaeast
the (voluntary o compulsory] enslavement of human
Baings by work. The commandement 10 beep the Sab-
Bath was ostablivhed for both purposes: to free man
far diving worihip, but alse to prolect manking, ¢
pacially the poor, from exploitation by their maslens.
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(I whotis “the worker question™?

imdisstriatization and the spread of the free-mariet
sconemy bed in the mineleenth century 1o swalt, wn-
precedented technological and economic develap-
mant in [urope and 1he United States. As & redadl,
COUBEbESS peophe seeking & better Life storamed from
the poor wilages into the rapidly growing induitnial
cities in erder to work in the medern factonies. But all
too aften their hopes were dashed. In the carly phase
of industrialization, many factory workers suffered
b durse of inbumane working conditions and inade-
quate wages They and their families had 1o bitle to
liver v avtl S0 many fatal hagards. Ungrnployment,
disabilitg, and health indurance did nol yet st In
this way, 3 new social stratum o “olass” Seveloped:
the proletariat, which was extluded from the benefits
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of the growing econcmic prosperity and so became
so<ially dependent on the rest of SO0ty
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How did the Chire s secial teaching
come obout 7

With the diwelopment of her wocal tesihing, the
Chigrch tried 1o rispond o the challéage of the work-
of question. Ever singe the early phase of Western
industrialization, indnddual Sgures like the Bishop
of Maing, Germany, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Kettel-
o (EN-1877) have Gealt with this problem. In the
first social encyclacal, Risps wovarus (1897), Pope
Lire IO condemndd the division of sociely inte 5o+
cidl classes and Criticingd the low wages and poor
working conditiond provalent in the oarly phase of
industrialiration a5 an offense aganst human degni-
by and social buman rghts. The pope demanded that
workers peceive a faid shaee of the growing egonomig
prospacity and urpintly warned againit the dangers
ol glass warfare,
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@ What is the difference between the Church's
sociol teoching and Marxism !

Karl Marx (1818188} atso developed his Commu-
nist dogtring a5 a reaction o the workor guettion,
For him, however, the answer was an inevitable class
struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoi-
$ie. The bourgeoisie had to be vielently dispossessed,
and a dictatorship of the proletanial was o be 2l
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The Works of Mercy
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() Howdoes o christian react to his own
poverty?

He will do all that he can 10 Tree himsell and his own
Farmily from powerty thaough conttiontious, persistent
work, Often "evil” structunes and unjust forces that
limil opportunities for property ewnership, self-sup-
port and material progress for the poor have 1o be
enviriamie by working Logethes with gthers,
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@ What ibould | do about other people's
poverty ?

Bacause God lwet ey indhidusl bumss belng
"umio death on the ciods”, Chrintans Book at thedr
feliommmien in 3 new Light. Even in the poorest of the
poot thiy nECopnine Chiist, thair Lord. Chiistians are
therelote deaply motivated to do ewergthing poduble
19 alleviate the sulfering of olhers. in doing 55 they
Lake &% heir guide the -WorKs o0 My, One Can
help paridn-to-peascn, But i b alio posiable, thaough
denations, indiredily 10 help poor people 10 Sunive
and & e in digmity. Much more important, howe-
&, i3 asslstance that enaldes the pood person 1o ree
himaelf from his poverty, for example, by hinding him
& fob of by ghing him a better education. In doing 1o,
no one should feel overburdened, But no one thould
feed 100 easily exempt. Butingssmen make an import-
ANt conlribution toward the Sghl againgt ponarty by
Creating jobs and hurmane working conditions,
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(1) Conwe bring sbot “the Kingdom of God”
through materiol progress?

I we work passionately and peitaadingly for com-
prehensive homan development and D presene
ke erndiaament, we can Aocomplish mudh but nal
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Then God said, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness... . 50 God created
man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he

iy

[CEE = -]
& (Lo%in M © s
of ey Thap 2 B
R B B BIBI-
ety Dfsb B -3 IRE
owdla g plias af
man St I {rdatu e
e I theif Eabmp EROL ¢ 08
commiewWiann wEb Lid

, B By il F L
[l TR |
wist Ll Dot

wwi an Cowmcl 6, &4 B

created them.
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a What do we mean when e sprol abet
apersan’?

With th wiend “person” we eagress tha Fact that vy
human Being has an indelsbie dignity, Man wds ore-
ated in God's image (= imacs DEl) (Gen 1270 50 hais
the aae creature of God that repoesents the Creales
hdmaelf in creation, He is “the aly creature on earth
that God willed for (15 own sake® (65 2l As 2 parsan
croated by God, 3 human being is not semething, but
rather somgone and hence wnigeely valuable, As 2
person, 4 human being is capatie of sell-knowledge
and reflection on himael of making free decisions
and entering inta community with cthers, And he i3
calted 1o respond to God i faith. The fact that he is
made in God's image and likeness therefore means
also that a human belng alwarys remains related o
God and can develop his full persenal patentlal anly
im G,
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a Why Is every perion a sogiol belng F

A human perion can survive asd develop only with
the help af athes human beirgs Being human antails
not only living in 4 good relaticnship with God: ane
must alsa be very eareful to b in good relaticn:
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ships with athor peaple. This beging in the faami by it
affects one's circlo of friends and Binally sodety as
whiphe. Fundamental for the sociol dimension of the
human persan is the fact that we are created as man
and woman (Gen 2:23]. From the very beginning, mar
aned worman posseas thie same dignity, in mutusl help
and conmlementanity, they cope with their lives, Gad
Fraket the loving unlon of man and wemran frseful
whitn il results in a child. This is why the Family is the
primerdial oell of evory society.

110, 111 5D 360=301 | 61, 64

What dees ft meon to live
im seclety

Social life is originally esperienced
in i Tamily. The famdly thrives when
its members regularly tlalk 1o one
anodkher, when it develops a culture
of mutuasl consideration, and when
indihidual intoresis are repeatecty
subordinated 1o the community and
wellare of all, The Tamily is creative
a4 Geiedl i1 Copalive not anly because it
Baagi forth children. A3 social beings
in relation, we human beings have a
share in God's ereative power. Hencoe
wee are alw reapensible for creation
and for ewvery oiher persenal living
Baing. Lach one of those human per-
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Lofid i4 sacrdd and fnviolable. always ’ i tae reaim of ardy, seerpibing hin

el Everyahiere, Our social respaonsi -
Bty pebriaing alio 1o animals, which
we should treal kindly. And 1t per-
B sled 16 nalure, which must nat
be euploited But used sustabnabby
and responsibly. Comtral to Cathalic
social teaching. howower, Is the hu-
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