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READING I The first reading presents 

a text framed in a proph-

ecy of the material and spiritual renewal of 

the Jerusalem population, devastated by 

the long siege by Babylon. Thus, the 

reader feels the tension between the rou-

tine of our daily life and the hope for a 

resolution of all stress in God’s plan for 

humanity. Ever faithful, God does not 

renege on the promise to grant David a 

descendant, the Messiah, who “shall do 

what is right and just in the land” and for-

ever occupy his throne. 

READING II The second reading begins 

with a prayer, “May the 

Lord make you increase and abound in 

love for one another and for all.” Paul 

desires a mature, fraternal love, open to 

everyone in the community; that would be 

the finest preparation and guarantee to 

meet the Lord when he comes. To live in 

expectation of his coming does not imply 

a flight from everyday reality. Paul invites 

us to conduct ourselves in a way pleasing 

to God. If the full stature of the believer is 

Christ, the basic attitude of each one is 

LECTIONARY #3

READING I Jeremiah 33:14  –16

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

The days are coming, says the Lord,
 when I will fulfill the promise
 I made to the house of Israel and Judah�
In those days, in that time,
 I will raise up for David a just shoot;
 he shall do what is right and just in the land�
In those days Judah shall be safe
 and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;
 this is what they shall call her:
 “The Lord our justice�”

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25:4 – 5, 8 – 9, 10, 14 (1b)

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me;
 teach me your paths,
guide me in your truth and teach me,
 for you are God my savior,
 and for you I wait all the day.

Good and upright is the Lord;
 thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,
 and teaches the humble his way.

All the paths of the Lord are kindness and 
constancy

 toward those who keep his covenant and 
his decrees.

The friendship of the Lord is with those 
who fear him,

 and his covenant, for their instruction.

Jeremiah = jayr-uh-MĪ-uh 

From the start, let your tone suggest the 

hope that permeates this prophecy. 

God’s promise, made and remade throughout 

Israel’s history, was an enduring source of 

identity and hope. Use the word “promise” to 

awaken that hope.
This is an intentional repetition meant to 

achieve emphasis; such constructions require 

greater emphasis on the second phrase

Stress God’s initiative in bringing about a new 

age and new reality.

As you speak “Israel” (IZ-ree-uhl) and “Judah” 

(JOO-duh), persuade your listeners that the 

promise includes them.

Speak the final line with a sense of awed 

gratitude: the goodness of God brands us; we 

bear his name and become icons of his justice.

For meditation and context:

DECEMBER 2, 2018

FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT

Manual para proclamadores 
de la palabra 2019

Raúl H. Lugo Rodríquez and 
Feliciano Tapia Bahena  •  
This book provides the ongoing 
instruction and advice that 

readers need and provides this year’s Scripture 
readings for Sundays and Holydays, along with 
commentaries, advice for proclamation, and the 
Responsorial Psalm for meditation and context. 

“All readers use this book to prepare the read-
ings of the Mass. It has very clear lines and 
emphasis, and it gives advice for this ministry 
in the Church. Commentaries are very compre-
hensive and help me to better understand the 
biblical readings.”

—Tania Delgado, Lector Coordinator, St. Juliana Parish, 
West Palm Beach, Florida

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 288 pages 
Spanish: 978-1-61671-395-9

Order code: MP19  |  1–4 copies: $14 each  |  5–49 copies: $13 
each  |  50 or more: $12 each

Pronunciation Guide for the 
Lectionary: A Comprehensive 
Resource for Proclaimers of the 
Word, Second Edition

From the publisher of Workbook 
for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and 
Proclaimers of the Word®

Michael R. Prendergast, Susan E. Myers, 
Timothy M. Milinovich  •  This portable booklet 
is a simple resource that lectors and Gospel 
readers may use to easily find the correct pronun-
ciations for challenging words found in the 
Lectionary readings for Sundays, weekdays, and 
ritual and votive Masses. Knowing how to 
pronounce the words gives readers the confidence 
and freedom to be fully present to their minis-
tries—to be a clear channel for God’s Word to 
the assembly. 

Saddle stitched, 4 1⁄8 x 8 3⁄8, 80 pages  |  978-1-61671-374-4 
Order code: PROGL2  $5

AN EXCITING TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
FOR LECTORS, READERS, AND 

PROCLAIMERS OF THE WORD!

The 2018 Virtual  
Workshops™ Series  
for Lectors 

This series is designed to help readers, lectors, and 
proclaimers of the Gospel become aware of the 
skills that are needed to announce God’s Word 
with a well-trained tongue, gain a deeper under-
standing of their role in the Mass, and identify 
ways to prepare and pray with their readings.

Preparation Skills for the Experienced Lector
Presented by D. Todd Williamson 
October 16, 2018: 7:30 pm (EST)  |  Order code: VWPSL  $10

The Spiritual Life of the Lector
Presented by Timothy Johnston
October 30, 2018: 7:30 pm (EST)  |  Order code: VWSLL  $10

Living Out the Ministry of Lector in the World Today
Presented by Jessie Bazan
November 13, 2018: 7:30 pm (EST)  |  Order code: VWLWT  $10

Workbook includes:
• Large print for practice

• Commentaries that provide back-
ground and explain the meaning of the 
reading

• Margin notes with pronunciation 
guides and tips for proclamation

• Psalms for meditation and context 

Elaine Park, ssl, std; Konrad Schaefer, osb, ssd; Douglas Leal  •  Workbook 
assists readers in preparing their assigned reading(s) and when they read the 
resource every week, it serves as a way of reflecting on and learning about the 
Scriptures. Workbook also strengthens their proclamation skills and deepens their 
spiritual lives so that they can lead and serve in the liturgy as God’s disciples. It 
also includes an introduction with basic principles and techniques of the ministry 
and is an effective resource for ongoing formation when studied each week. 

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 304 pages  |  978-1-61671-403-1  |  Order code: WL19
1–4 copies: $14 each  |  5–49 copies: $13 each  |  50 or more: $12 each

Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers 
of the Word® 2019 Canada

Elaine Park, ssl, std; Konrad Schaefer, osb, ssd; Douglas Leal 
Workbook Canada provides this year’s Sunday readings from 
the Canadian Lectionary in large print for practice, along with 
commentaries, proclamation advice, pronunciation aids, and 
also the Responsorial Psalm for meditation and context. A 

great resource for ongoing formation when studied each week!

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 320 pages  |  978-1-61671-404-8  |  Order code: WL19C
1–4 copies: $14 each  |  5–49 copies: $13 each  |  50 or more: $12 each

CCCB Publications
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2500 Don Reid Drive,  
Ottawa, Ontario K1H 2J2 
Phone: 800-769-1147  •  Fax: 613-241-7538
Email: publi@cccb.ca  •  Web: www.cccbpublications.ca

Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers  
of the Word® 2019 USA



At Home with the Word® 2019

Catherine A. Cory, phd; Rev. Patrick J. Hartin; Susan Gleason Anderson; 
Tanya Rybarczyk, ma, mapm

In the Sunday readings we hear the Word of God every week and this Word 
leads us to the table where we receive the Body and Blood of Christ. That 
Word of God takes root in us and forms our lives far better when we spend 
time with it—listening, pondering, and praying. At Home with the Word ® 
is your guide to a deeper understanding of the Sunday Scriptures providing 
the readings for this liturgical year, insights from Scripture scholars, and 
action steps. This resource also includes prayers and citations for weekday 
readings. 

Additional reflection questions and action steps for families, Christian 
Initiation, and adult faith-sharing groups may be downloaded from 
the LTP website.  

For each Sunday At Home with the Word® provides:
• Full texts of the three Scripture readings

• The Responsorial Psalm 

•  Insights into the readings written by Scripture scholars

•  Suggestions for the practice of hope, faith, or charity

•  Additional downloadable questions and activities for catechumenal 
groups, adult faith-sharing groups, and families

Paperback, 8 x 10, 160 pages  |  978-1-61671-382-9  |  Order code: AHW19
1–4 copies: $9 each  |  5–99 copies: $8 each  |  100–299 copies: $6 each  |  300 or more: $5 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle $7
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At Home with the Word® 2019–
Large Print Edition

Catherine A. Cory, phd; Rev. Patrick J. Hartin; 
Susan Gleason Anderson; Tanya Rybarczyk, ma, 
mapm  •  The Large Print Edition of At Home 
with the Word offers increased readability that 
serves both individual and group study. This book 
offers rich insights from Scripture scholars, 
reflection questions, action steps, seasonal 
prayers, and citations for weekday readings.

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 304 pages  |  978-1-61671-383-6  |  Order code: AHW19L
1–4 copies: $13 each  |  5–99 copies: $11 each  |  100 or more: $9 each

Palabra de Dios™ 2019:
Lecturas dominicales y reflexiones  
espirituales

Petra Alexander, Ruth Bolarte, Juan Luis 
Calderón  •  Palabra de Dios guides Spanish-
speaking communities to a deeper understanding 
of the Sunday Scriptures, providing the readings 
for this liturgical year, insights from pastoral 
leaders, and action steps to strengthen the Catholic 
identity in the world. This resource contains the 

Gospel for each Sunday and solemnity, insights to the biblical readings, and 
suggestions for sharing hope, faith, and the social teachings of the Church. 

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 160pages  |  Spanish: 978-1-61671-398-0  |  Order code: PD19
1–4 copies: $9 each  |  5–99 copies: $8 each  |  100–299 copies: $6 each  |  300 or more: $5 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $7



Compilation  •  This is an essential pastoral resource to help you prepare 
the liturgy each day of the liturgical year! This invaluable tool offers an 
easy reference for every Sunday and weekday of the year. 

Sourcebook provides:
• Reflections on the Lectionary texts for Sunday Year C and  

Weekday Year I

• Notes on preparing the Mass, receiving the sacraments, and celebrat-
ing the Liturgy of the Hours

• Ideas to enhance the choice of music and the liturgical environment

• Helpful tips for homilies, catechesis, liturgy preparation, and other 
ideas for parishes and families

• Pastoral ideas for leading and preparing children’s Liturgy of the Word

• Original Mass texts for the Prayer of the Faithful, dismissals for 
RCIA and children’s Liturgy of the Word

• Reflections for liturgists, pastoral staffs, and liturgical ministers on 
Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, Laudato sí

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 336 pages  |  978-1-61671-399-7  |  Order code: SSS19
Single copy: $16  |  2–4 copies: $12 each  |  5 or more: $11 each
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Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays 2019
THE ALMANAC FOR PASTORAL LITURGY

The Liturgy: The Source and Summit of Our Christian Life

Corinna Laughlin  •  The Catholic Church teaches that 
the celebration of the liturgy is the “source and summit of 
the Christian life” (Lumen gentium, 11).  Participating in 
the liturgy—the Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, the 
sacramental rites, blessings, and other official rites—is the 
most important act of Catholic Christians, for it is 
through the liturgy that the faithful give praise to God, 
thank him for his blessings, and go forth strengthened 
and challenged to life as Christ’s disciples in the world. 

This easy-to-read resource explores what it means to call 
liturgy “source and summit.” It will help the Catholic 

faithful to understand the meaning of the liturgy and its 
importance to our life of faith, experience Christ’s 
four-fold presence in the various Church rites, come to a 
deeper relationship with God, and reflect on the trans-
forming power of the liturgy to change the world.

A great gift and formation idea for your parish Liturgy 
Committee!

Paperback, 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8, 80 pages  |  978-1-61671-425-3  |  Order code: ELSS
Single copy: $7.95  |  2–24 copies: $6.95 each  |  25 or more: $4.95 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle $5.95

New 
this year!

A section on evangeliza-
tion that focuses on how 
parishes can communi-

cate through social 
media.
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Catholic Meeting 
Prayers: Prayer Services 
for Parishes and 
Schools

Michael A. Cymbala 
This easy-to-use, practical 
resource provides parish 
and school leaders with 
forty-seven prayer services 
designed to address the 

most common needs of the liturgical year. 
Following a simple, consistent format, this book 
requires little to no preparation, allowing any 
staff member, volunteer, or committee to lead 
your group in prayer. Perfect for monthly 
meetings, this resource offers a variety of prayer 
services to fit the liturgical calendar, several of 
which also apply to common parish gatherings, 
situations, and circumstances.

Paperback, 5 1⁄4 x 8 3⁄8,  112 pages  |  978-1-61671-125-2
Order code: CMPPS  $9.95

Creative Praying in 
Groups 

Julia McGuinness 
Parish leaders are often 
looking for resources 
which provide non-li-
turgical ways to begin 
parish gatherings with 
prayer. Creative 
Praying in Groups is a 

valuable tool for prayer preparation. It is 
organized in two parts: prayers to be used at 
meetings and prayers used throughout the year. 
Each part contains multiple services themati-
cally organized.

Paperback, 8 ½ x 10 7⁄8, 112 pages  |  978-1-56854-253-9
Order code: CPRAYG  $10.95

Evangelio 2019

Edibesa  •  Evangelio 
contains the Gospel text 
of the Mass, a daily 
prayer, the liturgical 
calendar, the saint(s) of 
the day, and a mini 
catechism.

Paperback  |  Spanish  |  Order code: EV19  |  Tentative price: $7

*The cover image for 2019 is not available at press time.

Available September

Daily Prayer 2019

John Thomas Lane  •  Versatile and easy-to-use, this 
trusted resource has assisted Catholics in deepening their 
faith and prayer life for over a decade. Focus on Scripture 
each day of the year with Daily Prayer 2019. This easy-to-
use resource for group and individual prayer centers on a 
scripture reading each day, along with a reflection, a 
psalm, intercessions, and closing prayer. The book pro-
vides an introduction to Catholic prayer for those involved 
in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and an 
easy-to-use format for Catholics of all ages. It draws on 
the long tradition of lectio divina, providing a simple 
order of prayer for each day of the liturgical year from the 
First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2018, through 
December 31, 2019. The perfect gift for parish volunteers, 
teachers, and catechists, it will aid each person in the 
parish to foster a practice of prayer.

With Daily Prayer you can:
• Gift it to your parish community, liturgical  

ministers, priests, catechists, and teachers

• Use the prayers of the faithful at Sunday and  
daily Mass

• Use to begin or end parish meetings and  
formation sessions  

• Use it for personal devotions or leading small groups 

• Draw on the reflections for homily sparkers and 
catechetical tools 

7

Prayers  others may be added

To our Lord, who deserves our praise, 
we pray:

 ◆ Come, Lord Jesus.

Protect the pope as he seeks to bring 
people to Christ, we pray: ◆ Guide 
legislators to work for justice, we pray: ◆ 

Call men and women to serve the Church 
through the consecrated life, we pray: ◆ 

Support married couples as they discern 
how to serve you as a family, we pray: ◆ 

Assist the sick and suffering, we pray: ◆ 

Strengthen those who have lost a child, 
we pray: ◆ 

Our Father   .   .   .   

O God,
you chose us to be holy.
May we look to Mary
as an example of one
who trusted in your will.
May we seek to praise
you each day 
for the blessing 
of our lives
and aim to stay away
from the darkness of sin.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 † Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done marvelous deeds.

 † Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done marvelous deeds.

Canticle of Mary page 423

Reading Ephesians 1:3–6, 11–12

Brothers and sisters: Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he 
chose us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, to be holy and without 
blemish before him. In love he destined 
us for adoption to himself through Jesus 
Christ, in accord with the favor of his 
will, for the praise of the glory of his 
grace that he granted us in the beloved.

In him we were also chosen, destined 
in accord with the purpose of the One 
who accomplishes all things according 
to the intention of his will, so that we 
might exist for the praise of his glory, 
we who first hoped in Christ.

Reflection
Today we contemplate not only how 
God loved Mary into being but that God 
also chose us “before the foundation of 
the world.” He has provided us with the 
grace “to be holy and without blemish.” 
Our lives, too, can be a song that praises 
the Lord, acclaiming his greatness and 
the blessings bestowed on us. Looking 
to Mary as our example, may we accept 
our call to holiness.

Saturday, December 8, 2018
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Paperback, 6 x 9, 432 pages  |  978-1-61671-389-8  |  Order code: DP19
Single copy:  $12  |  2–9 copies:  $10 each  |  10 or more:  $9 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $10
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 The Rites: Orders for the Blessing of the Sick  23

order of blessIng

A . ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF ADULTS
InTroduCTory rITes

380 When the community has gathered, the minister says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.
All make the Sign of the Cross and reply:

Amen.

382  A lay minister greets those present in the following words.

Brothers and sisters, let us bless the Lord, who went 
about doing good and healing the sick. Blessed be 
God now and for ever.
R. Blessed be God now and for ever.

Or:

R. Amen.

383 In the following or similar words, the minister prepares the sick and all 
present for the blessing.

The Lord Jesus, who went about doing good works 
and healing sickness and infirmity of every kind, 
commanded his disciples to care for the sick, to pray 
for them, and to lay hands on them. In this 
celebration we shall entrust our sick brothers and 
sisters to the care of the Lord, asking that he will 
enable them to bear their pain and suffering in the 
knowledge that, if they accept their share in the pain 

Manual católico para 
visitar a los enfermos 
2019

Felipe de Jesús Legarreta 
Designed for Spanish-
speaking lay ministers of 
care, especially 
Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion, this portable resource 
includes all of the official rites a lay minister 
will need to visit the sick and suffering—from 
Blessings, Rites of Anointing, and Viaticum to 
bring Holy Communion to and share the Gospel 
with those who cannot worship with their 
parish community. This guide also includes a 
brief pastoral introduction, the Gospel for 
Sundays and Holydays of Obligation for Year C, 
new and appropriate reflections to the situation, 
and a list of patron saints.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 240 pages  |  Spanish: 978-1-61671-394-2
Order code: VE19
Single copy:  $9  |  2–9 copies:  $7 each  |  10 or more: $5 each

Handbook for Ministers 
of Care, Second Edition

Genevieve Glen, osb; 
Marilyn Kofler, sp; Kevin E. 
O’Connor  •  This is a 
manual for those already 
involved in the ministry of 
care, and for those prepar-
ing to undertake this vital 

role. In these pages you will learn a theology of 
sickness and suffering, how the communion 
ritual works, practical advice on making 
pastoral visits, how to take care of yourself 
while caring for others, and where to find 
further information about illnesses affecting 
those you visit.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 96 pages  |  978-1-56854-102-0
Order code: HBMCR2  $8.95

Los ministros  
extraordinarios de la 
comunión a los  
enfermos

This booklet includes five 
brief chapters for those 
who visit and take 
Communion to the sick. 
This book is also useful 
for groups that come 

together to talk about the pastoral challenges 
and practical details in this ministry. Text is in 
Spanish.

Saddle stitched, 6 x 9, 32 pages
Spanish: 978-0-930467-51-7
Order code: LOSM  $7

THE CATHOLIC HANDBOOK FOR 

Visiting the Sick and Homebound 2019

“The Catholic Handbook for Visiting the Sick and Homebound is used by our extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion 
with our homebound parishioners, those in long-term care facilities, and in hospitals. The Sunday readings and explanations of 
the readings are an excellent opportunity for ministers to share God’s message. . . . This book is such an asset for our ministry 
but most especially for those we serve in our parishes.”

—Barb Mathauer, Pastoral Associate, Saint Barnabas Catholic Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Mary Heinrich  •  This essential resource is designed for 
lay ministers of care, especially extraordinary ministers of 
Holy Communion to use when they visit, pray with, and 
give Communion to those who are sick and homebound. 
The handbook offers reflections on the Gospels geared 
specifically to those who cannot regularly worship with 
their parish community: children, adults, the suffering, as 
well as the dying, and those who mourn. It includes all the 
official rites a lay minister will need from the Book of 
Blessings and Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of 
Anointing and Viaticum. 

This resource includes rites for:
• Communion in Ordinary Circumstances

• Communion in a Hospital or Institution

• Orders for the Blessing of the Sick

• Order of Blessing for the Victim of a Crime or 
Oppression

• Visits to the Sick and to a Sick Child

Paperback, 6 x 9, 256 pages  |  978-1-61671-385-0  |  Order code: VS19
Single copy:  $9  |  2–9 copies:  $7 each  |  10 or more:  $5 each
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Celebrating the Lectionary® 2018–2019 SUPPLEMENTAL LECTIONARY-
BASED RESOURCE

The Celebrating the Lectionary®series offers a simple, but 
profound system of liturgical catechesis for children of all 
ages—for pre-school and kindergarten, primary, interme-
diate, and junior high students. Steeped in the rich, 
scriptural traditions of the Church, this resource was 
designed to acquaint children with the rituals, teachings, 
and prayers of our faith through engaging lessons based on 
the readings heard at Sunday Mass. Each of the 
Celebrating the Lectionary® sessions takes approximately 
15–20 minutes and requires no student books or special 
materials, maximizing both time and budget. Convenient 
and easy to use, each session requires little to no prepara-
tion and can be easily adapted to fit your catechetical 
needs. 

Each Celebrating the Lectionary® session 
includes:

• Catechist’s context

• Liturgical calendar connection

• Sunday Gospel reading

• Age-appropriate gospel reflection 

• Focus on Church teaching 

• Gospel-related activities

• Prayers and blessing for use at home

Each edition will no longer include a 
CD-ROM. All reproducible materials 

may be accessed online with instructions in your 
purchased copy. 

Use Celebrating the Lectionary® with children 
preparing to receive the sacraments of initiation 
through the RCIA process!

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 264 pages  |  Single copy: $30  |  2 or more: $25 each*

*Please note that bulk pricing is available on matching books only.

Celebrating the 
Lectionary® for Preschool 
and Kindergarten 

Ann Dickinson Degenhard
978-1-61671-410-9
Order code: CCLK19

Celebrating the 
Lectionary® for  
Primary Grades

Lisa Mersereau
978-1-61671-411-6
Order code: CCLP19

Celebrating the 
Lectionary® for 
Intermediate Grades

Christine Ondrla
978-1-61671-412-3
Order code: CCLI19

Celebrating the 
Lectionary® for  
Junior High

Kyle Turner
978-1-61671-413-0
Order code: CCLJ19

Guide to Adapting the RCIA for Children 

Rita Burns Senseman   •  This new resource recognizes and acknowledges that children of varying ages and 
states of faith formation undergo a variety of paths to Christian initiation. Using the rite itself, this book will 
help RCIA coordinators, catechists, and directors of religious education prepare children and their families to 
celebrate the rites of the Church and the sacraments of initiation. You will find: parish-tested models and 
sample sessions; appendixes on how to prepare and lead child catechesis, and how to celebrate the liturgical 
rites; answers to frequently asked questions, and a glossary of terms.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 144 pages  |  978-1-61671-367-6  |  Order code: EACIC  $13.95

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $8.95
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time • 17

Liturgy Guide September 23, 2018

Following the Collect of the Mass, the priest celebrant picks up the Lectionary and invites those 
who would like to participate in the Liturgy of the Word with children to come forward and gather 
in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the Word 
also come forward at this time. Holding the Lectionary so that all can see, the priest celebrant 
sends the children forth using his own words or the following:

Priest: Dear children, we send you with your leader(s) to listen carefully to God’s 
Word. Pay attention to what God is saying to you today. May the Holy Spirit 
help you understand and live this Good News. Go now in peace.

The leader processes out holding the Lectionary, and the children follow behind. The parish music 
minister may have selected a song of dismissal for the assembly to sing while the children leave. 
A good option is “Listen to God’s Word” (Haas).

Continue to sing the song of dismissal that the assembly sang as you left the church. Or sing “I Say 
‘Yes,’ Lord” / “Digo ‘Sí,’ Señor” (Peña) or have instrumental music playing as the children gather 
in the space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary on the ambo or lectern. Light the candle placed by the ambo or lectern, and 
then lead the following prayer:

 Loving God, 
we praise you and thank you for this time together. 
Help us hear your Word so our hearts may be changed by it. 
May we always follow the example of Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

Children: Amen.

Wisdom 2:12, 17–20

Psalm 54:3–4, 5, 6–8 (6b) Sing the same musical setting that is used in your parish’s celebration 
of the liturgy.

James 3:16—4:3

Sing the Gospel Acclamation used in your parish’s celebration of the liturgy.

Mark 9:30–37

We’re probably used to the idea that children have a right to a good home, to food and clothing, 
and to go to school. But in Jesus’ time children did not have any status under the law. Their parents 
loved and protected them, but they had no rights. There were no organizations like there are today 
that would look out for them if they lost their families. In today’s Gospel, Jesus puts his arms 
around a child and says to his disciples: whoever receives a child receives God. This was an amaz-
ing thing for Jesus to say to his grown-up disciples.

 ? What did Jesus mean by this?

The disciples were arguing about which of them would have a higher place or more status in the 
Kingdom of God. Can you imagine one of the disciples saying, “I’m the best, so I’ll have a higher 
place in the Kingdom”? And the other one says, “No you’re not! I’m better than you, and I’ll have 
a higher place in the Kingdom.”

Now Jesus has been trying to teach the disciples about the Kingdom of God and how to build up 
the Kingdom. Building up the Kingdom means serving others, or taking care of the people who 
need it most. So, the child—who is vulnerable and needs protection, care, and love—is Jesus’ 
example of the kind of people all of us are meant to help. It’s not about who’s better or the best! It’s 
about being God’s servant to all God’s people—regardless of who they are or where they come 
from. All people matter. These could be people who are smaller than us, have less than us, or may 

Procession

Centering

First Reading
Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading
Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Reading
Homily/Reflection

How to Lead Children’s Liturgy  
of the Word

Pat Fosarelli, Donna Eschenauer, Paul  
Turner  •  This booklet is a primer for those who 
serve as prayer leaders of children’s Liturgy of the 
Word. Offering valuable insight into the role that 
children’s Liturgy of the Word plays in child 
development, this guide explains how prayer leaders 
can best meet the unique developmental needs of 
children ages 5–9. 

AN EXCITING TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR LEADERS  
OF CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word in your  
Parish Community: Training Leaders in 
Theory and Practice

Presented by Timothy Johnston and Michael 
Ruzicki  •  This virtual workshop provides a 
primer on children’s Liturgy of the Word for 
those who are leaders of children’s Liturgy of the Word or who are looking 
to establish a children’s Liturgy of the Word program at their parish. The 
celebration of the Liturgy of the Word with children is a liturgical experi-
ence that opens young people to hear and respond to God’s Word in ways 
that enable them to be nurtured and challenged by its power, and to 
experience the grace of ongoing conversion to the vision and values of the 
Word of God.

August 28, 2018 7:30pm ET  |  September 5, 2018 1:00pm ET  |  Order code: VW14CLW  $10

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 2018–2019 A WEEKLY  
RESOURCE

Vivian E. Williams  •  Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word provides liturgy preparation pages and 
liturgy guides for every Sunday and Holyday of 
Obligation of the year. Each liturgy guide con-
tains all of the prayers needed to lead the Liturgy 
of the Word, as well as the full text of a child- 
appropriate homily and reflection.

Each liturgy guide offers:
• An overview of the season

• Weekly guides for leading and preparing  
the liturgy

• Suggestions for preparing an appropriate 
liturgical environment

• Weekly Scripture citations

• Weekly Scripture commentary on all three 
readings and the Responsorial Psalm

• Weekly Scriptural connections to Church 
teaching and tradition

• Weekly reflections for the children’s liturgy

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 272 pages  |  978-1-61671-387-4  |  Order code: CLW19
Single copy:  $30  |  2–4 copies:  $25 each  |  5 or more:  $20 each

How to Lead Children’s Liturgy of the Word provides:
• An understanding of the origins and practice of this liturgy

• An overview of the order of service and the role of the prayer leader

• Practical suggestions for leading prayer, navigating through the 
Lectionary, crafting a reflection and the Prayer of the Faithful, and 
preparing the liturgical environment

• Answers to frequently asked questions, and definitions for  
liturgical terms

Saddle stitched, 6 x 9, 64 pages  |  978-1-61671-183-2  |  Order code: LCLW
1–4 copies:  $6.95 each  |  5 or more:  $4.95 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $5.95

This booklet is an essential resource for parish training programs and 
ongoing formation for both new and experienced prayer leaders.
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Reflecting on the Word
How do you envision holiness? Today’s Gospel portrays a 
holy woman as someone who contributed all she had. That 
leaves us with the question of what we return to God. Is your 
life focused on what God wants, or do you reserve a certain 
amount of time and space for God? God has given us our 
lives. Our only return is a life centered on God.

          ON THE WAY TO MASS

How would you describe holiness?

ON THE WAY HOME FROM MASS          

How do you support your church? What kinds of time, talent, 
and treasure do you share?

Living the Word
As a family, pick one activity from your church bulletin to 
participate in this week or to donate to. This may require 
skipping a routine or giving up something. Just like the widow 
that gave out of her need, help your family determine how 
to be more intentional about giving back to your church 
community. If possible, the family might purposely choose 
a time or way that is inconvenient. This can show a commit-
ment to the parish community.

26

25 de noviembre de 2018

Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, 
Rey del Universo

Escuchar la palabra
Juan 18:33b–37

En el nombre del Padre, y del Hijo, y del Espíritu Santo.

En aquel tiempo, preguntó Pilato a Jesús: “¿Eres tú el rey 
de los judíos?” Jesús le contestó: “¿Eso lo preguntas por 
tu cuenta o te lo han dicho otros?” Pilato le respondió: 
“¿Acaso soy yo judío? Tu pueblo y los sumos sacerdotes te 
han entregado a mí. ¿Qué es lo que has hecho?” Jesús le 
contestó: “Mi Reino no es de este mundo. Si mi Reino fuera 
de este mundo, mis servidores habrían luchado para que 
no cayera yo en manos de los judíos. Pero mi Reino no es 
de aquí”.

Pilato le dijo: “¿Conque tú eres rey?” Jesús le contestó: “Tú lo 
has dicho. Soy rey. Yo nací y vine al mundo para ser testigo 
de la verdad. Todo el que es de la verdad, escucha mi voz”.

Reflexionar sobre la palabra
El título de “Rey del Universo” rebasa tanto nuestras peque-
ñas vidas que apenas podemos comprender su inmensidad. 
Jesús no vino solo por los pecados de la humanidad, sino 
también para redimir a toda la creación y conducir al cosmos 
entero al abrazo de Dios. Los milagros bíblicos son apenas el 
comienzo del temor reverencial de un Dios que quiere estar 

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families 2018–2019

Kerstin Keber Smith  •  Celebrating Sunday for Catholic 
Families provides a simple and approachable way for 
families to integrate what they hear at Sunday Mass into 
their daily lives. Encouraging family attendance and 
participation at Sunday Mass, this invaluable resource 
provides parents with a guide for reflecting on the Gospel 
as a family. Prompts for conversation on the way to and 
from Mass inspire children to focus and engage with 
different aspects of the liturgy, while simple family activi-
ties reinforce the connection between the Gospel stories 
and daily family life.

“The gift of faith is nourished and flourishes when it is 
shared and practiced in the home: around the family table, 
in the daily routine of family, work and school, even while 
traveling in the car. Celebrating Sunday recognizes the 
value of these daily opportunities for faith reflection and 
offers families a tool for strengthening their reflection on 
and practice of the faith.”

—Susan Anderson, Director of Religious Education, St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, Derwood, Maryland

Las familias católicas celebran el domingo 
2018–2019

Kerstin Keber Smith  •  Weekends are a busy time for families. 
Parents want to teach their children about the faith, but it can 
be difficult to set aside the time for prayer, reflection, and 
catechesis. Now available in Spanish, parishes can gift this 
booklet to families in their community to provide a very simple 
and approachable way to integrate prayer, Scripture, and 
Sunday Mass, into their lives in family conversation on the way 
to and from Mass, at the dinner table, or before bedtime. 

Las familias católicas celebran el domingo includes: 
• The Gospel from Sunday Mass

• Short reflections on the Sunday Gospel 

• Prompts for conversation before and after Mass

• Suggested family activities 

• Index of everyday family prayers

Paperback, 5 ¼ x 8 3⁄8, 128 pages  |  Spanish: 978-1-61671-390-4   
Order code: FCCD19

1–4 copies:  $5 each  |  5–29 copies:  $3.50 each  |  30–49 copies:  $2 each
50 or more:  $1 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $4

Paperback, 5 ¼ x 83⁄8, 128 pages  |  978-1-61671-384-3  |  Order code: CSCF19
1–4 copies:  $5 each  |  5–29 copies:  $3.50 each  |  30–299 copies:  $2 each  |  300 or more:  $1 each

E-book: Google Play, Apple iBook, and Amazon Kindle  $4
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OPENING
Today is called the National Day of Remem‑
brance and Mourning, when we remember the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001. In our 
Scripture reading, we hear how Jesus takes 
care of the hungry crowd who had come to 
hear his teaching.

 ✚ All make the Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PSALM  (For a longer psalm, see page xi.) Psalm 66:1–3a

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
 sing praise to the glory of his name;
 give to him glorious praise.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!”

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

 ◆ All stand and sing Alleluia.

GOSPEL Mark 6:34–35b, 36–37a, 38, 41–42a, 44

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Mark.

As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he 
began to teach them many things. When it 
grew late, Jesus’ disciples came to him and 
said, “Send them away so that they may go into 
the surrounding country and villages and buy 
something for themselves to eat.” But he 
answered them, “You give them something to 

eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy 
two hundred denarii worth of bread?” And he 
said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go 
and see.” When they had found out, they said, 
“Five, and two fish.” Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to 
his disciples to set before the people; and he 
divided the two fish among them all. And all 
ate and were filled. Those who had eaten the 
loaves numbered five thousand men.

The Gospel of the Lord.

 ◆ All sit and observe silence.

FOR SILENT REFLECTION
Think about this silently in your heart. How 
do you imagine the people felt when everyone 
was fed?

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray to God for our needs and the needs 
of others: our family, neighborhood, and 
the world. For each need we say, “Lord, hear 
our prayer.”

 ◆ All may add their own prayers here.

Let us pray: Our Father   .   .   .   Amen.

Good and generous God,
we thank you for feeding us.
We thank you for your love.

Amen.

 ✚ All make the Sign of the Cross.

PRAYER FOR 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

Sunday Prayer for Catechists 2018–2019

Oraciones y reflexiones dominicales para 
catequistas 2018–2019

James Phillips  •  This booklet invites 
catechists in your parish to develop a habit of 
personal prayer and reflection on the Word 
of God. This annual resource provides 
Gospel texts from the Sunday Lectionary 
and reflections that connect the message of 
Scripture with working with young people in 
order to help catechists grow spiritually 
through their ministry. It covers every Sunday 
and Holyday of Obligation from September 
2, 2018, through August 25, 2019. 

This resource is a wonderful gift to 
present to catechists at the beginning of 
the year, retreats, or on Catechetical 
Sunday!

Saddle stitched, 4 1⁄8 x 7 ½, 64 pages

English: 978-1-61671-400-0, Order code: SPC19
Spanish: 978-1-61671-396-6, Order code: ODC19

1–29 copies:  $2 each  |  30 or more:  $1 each

Praying Together: Ideas for Developing 
Family Prayer in Your Home

Karla Hardersen  •  Parents are their chil-
dren’s first catechists in the faith. Praying 
Together offers parents and families insights 
into how they might make prayer a more 
intrinsic part of their daily life and foster an 
understanding of prayer as communication 
and relationship with God. This book will 
help families develop ritual moments of 
prayer together at home as well as help foster 
a greater attention to the presence of God in 
everyday life.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 112 pages  |  978-1-61671-428-4
Order code: PRT  $12.95

Paperback, 8 3⁄8 x 10 7⁄8, 368 pages  |  978-1-61671-386-7  |  Order code: CDP19
Single copy:  $15  |  2–9 copies:  $14 each  |  10 or more:  $13 each

Children’s Daily Prayer 2018–2019

Margaret Burk and Vivian E. Williams  •  This 
annual resource provides teachers, parents, 
principals, and religious educators with daily 
prayer services that follow the pattern of the 
Church’s Morning Prayer to deepen and enrich 
classroom prayer every day throughout the school 
year. Scripture readings from the evangelist for 
the year have been selected to help children 
become familiar with important Scripture stories 
and themes. In addition, prayers for before meals 
and at the end of the day, as well as prayer 
services for the liturgical seasons and special 
feasts, are included for children to take home to 
their families to celebrate occasions when they are 
not in school. 

“We begin each day with Children’s Daily Prayer. 
The students volunteer to read different parts of 
the prayer.  It is a wonderful way to begin our 
religion classes; it sets the tone for the day and 
gives us the opportunity to discuss the readings.”

—Nell Agnew, Ascension School, Oak Park, Illinois

Inspire  
parents to make 
prayer a part of 
their family life!
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September 9, 2018

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME

lECTIONARY #128B
Isaiah 35:4 –7a

Psalm 146:7, 8–9, 9–10 

James 2:1– 5

Mark 7:31–37

Prepare for the Word
The following elements may be used by the catechist, 
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s 
session with teens. You may integrate this information into 
the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context
Providing opportunities for others is another way 
we live the word. In Jesus’ day people who were deaf 
or hearing impaired had few opportunities. Begging 
was often the only option available to them. Thus, 
by opening up the man’s ears, Jesus also opened up 
his opportunities. Today deaf and hearing-impaired 
people have far more opportunities available to 
them. In fact, some would even challenge Mark’s 
assumption that deafness is a condition to be 
“cured.” And that is the point: Everyone has the 
chance to live the word in his or her own special way.

�FOCuS: To open ourselves to others 
in need.

Liturgical Calendar Connection 
On Friday, the Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This feast began as a 
commemoration of a unique event: the miraculous 
finding of the True Cross by St. Helena, the mother 
of Emperor Constantine.

Church Teaching Connection 
“The obligation to evaluate social and economic 
activity from the viewpoint of the poor and the 
powerless arises from the radical command to love 
one’s neighbor as one’s self. Those who are margin-
alized and whose rights are denied have privileged 
claims if society is to provide justice for all. This 
obligation is deeply rooted in Christian belief” 
(Economic Justice for All, 87).

Hear the Word
Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the 
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a 
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where 
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation
Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or 
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim 
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel  Mark 7:31–37

 Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel 
 according to Mark.

 All: Glory to you, O Lord.

All make the Sign of the Cross on their forehead, lips, 
and heart.

Again Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way 
of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, into the district of 
the Decapolis. And people brought to him a deaf 
man who had a speech impediment and begged 
him to lay his hand on him. He took him off by 
himself away from the crowd. He put his finger into 
the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; 
then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said 
to him, “Ephphatha!” — that is, “Be opened!” — And 
immediately the man’s ears were opened, his speech 
impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly. He 
ordered them not to tell anyone. But the more he 

“The Living Word teaches us how to live as missionary disciples of Christ. The content and 
the process will enrich you personally and as a parish community you discover or rediscover 
the Lord’s invitation to share his mission.” 

—Anna Dudek, Youth and Young Adult Ministry Formation Program Coordinator, Archdiocese of Chicago

The Living Word ™ will no longer include a CD-ROM. All reproducible materials may be 
accessed online with instructions in your purchased copy.

Paperback, 8½ x 11, 272 pages  |  978-1-61671-393-5  |  Order code: LWGR19
Single copy:  $30  |  2 or more:  $25 each 

The Living Word™ 2018–2019 SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES FOR TEENS

New design and new content for teens!

Compilation  •  This resource provides youth 
ministers, parish catechists, and high school 
religion teachers with 15-minute Gospel-oriented 
activities and reflections designed to help renew 
the liturgical lives of teens. Following the school 
calendar, each session offers prayers, Scripture 
readings, reflections, and catechesis. The sessions 
in this resource are designed to enhance the 
liturgical preparation and liturgical living of teens 
through reflection on the Lectionary readings. 
What’s new? This year’s edition provides sessions 
and handouts for the entire year. 

The Living Word™ also includes the 
following:

• Liturgical calendar connections

• Ritual with the proclamation of the Gospel

• Connections to Catholic teachings

• Useful tools for integrating the New 
Evangelization in your teen ministry

• Ways for teens to act on the teachings of the 
Gospel

Each digital reproducible handout contains a 
Scripture reflection, a suggestion for action, and 
journaling questions. They can be printed out for 
handouts, e-mailed, blogged, put on a parish 
website, or shared on Facebook. This gives you a 
way to meet teens where they are and communi-
cate about the things that they are facing in their 
daily lives.

Sunday Prayer for Teens 2018–2019

Ann Dickinson Degenhard  •  This prayer book is a great gift for teens in high school and 
youth ministry! It helps high school teens get into a habit of prayer by providing the 
Sunday Gospel for every Sunday and Holyday of Obligation from September 2, 2018, 
through August 25, 2019. Included are weekly Gospel passages and short reflections to 
help deepen the teens in your community’s relationship with God. 

Sunday Prayer for Teens is great for:
• Leading prayer and reflection with teens and their friends

• Personal prayer or informal group prayer and discussion 

• Providing an opening for classroom or youth ministry discussions

Saddle stitched, 41⁄8 x 7 ½, 64 pages  |  978-1-61671-402-4  |  Order code: SPT19
1–29 copies:  $2 each  |  30 or more:  $1 each
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OCTOBER 7, 2018

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

GOSPEL Mark 10:2–9, 11–12

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, “Is it lawful for a 

husband to divorce his wife?” They were testing him. He said to 

them in reply, “What did Moses command you?” They replied, 

“Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss 

her.” But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts 

he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of 

creation, / God made them male and female. / For this reason a 

man shall leave his father and mother / and be joined to his wife, / 

and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but 

one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human 

being must separate. Whoever divorces his wife and marries 

another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 

husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

REFLECTION
When a man and a woman marry, they use God’s gift of free 

will to make a lifelong commitment to each other. This sacrament 

of Matrimony is meant to bring the couple closer to each other 

and to God. Unconditional and sacrificial love is foundational in 

Marriage. Because the couple has made this commitment, they 

cannot divorce if they tire of each other or meet someone better 

or more compatible. Marriage is for life, and in persevering 

through life’s troubles, a couple can grow together in their 

sacramental life. Living in this love helps them to better under-

stand God’s love for all his children, and equips them to live out 

Christ’s message in their families and communities.

 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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This Week and Beyond

Thursday, January 24

St. Francis de Sales

Today we celebrate a saint of the late sixteenth/early seven-

teenth-century who was ahead of his time. St. Francis wrote 

and spoke about the laity’s call to holiness when many people 

thought only priests and nuns could be holy. We can be thank-

ful for people like St. Francis who paved the way for the 

Second Vatican Council’s renewed call to holiness for all peo-

ple. Today’s Readings: Hebrews 7:25—8:6; Psalm 40:7–8a, 

8b–9, 10, 17; Mark 3:7–12.

Friday, January 25

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

Before he ascends to the Father, Jesus gives his Apostles the 

commission to “proclaim the gospel to every creature” and to 

baptize. Paul did not hear these words, and in fact persecuted 

early Christians until he was converted by an encounter 

with the Risen Christ. He went on to become one of the 

greatest evangelizers of the early Church, responsible for 

much of its growth. The Lord never ceases calling us to him-

self. Anyone who responds can be transformed and become 

a new creation in Christ. Today’s Readings: Acts 22:3–16; 

Psalm 117:1bc, 2; Mark 16:15–18.

Saturday, January 26

Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops

Paul traveled more than ten thousand miles by land and sea 

to preach the Gospel and establish Christian communities. 

Such extensive work required collaborators. Timothy and Titus 

accompanied him but also traveled alone to early communities 

in their role as bishops. Timothy died a martyr’s death at the 

hand of unbelievers; Titus lived to be ninety-three years old. 

Today’s Readings: 2 Timothy 1:1–8; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 

7–8a, 10; Mark 3:20–21.

Saturday, February 2

The Presentation of the Lord

In today’s Gospel we meet people who have long awaited 

Jesus, “the consolation of Israel.” Both Simeon, “righteous 

and devout,” and Anna, who worships “night and day with 

fasting and prayer,” are filled with the Holy Spirit and recog-

nize the child brought to the Temple. Do you recognize Jesus 

in the people and events of your life? What can you do to 

keep the Holy Spirit alive in you? Today’s Readings: Malachi 

3:1–4; Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Hebrews 2:14–18; Luke 2:22–40.

Thursday, February 14

Sts. Cyril, Monk, and 

Methodius, Bishop

Sts. Cyril and Methodius were brothers who lived in ninth-

century Greece. As missionaries to Eastern Europe, they 

gained familiarity with Slavic languages and translated the 

Gospel accounts using an alphabet developed by Cyril. A 

later version of that alphabet is still in
 use in Eastern Europe 

and Russia. On this day devoted to love, we can celebrate the 

love of Cyril and Methodius for the Slavic people as they 

worked tirelessly to bring them the Gospel in their native 

tongue. Today’s Readings: Genesis 3:1–25; Psalm 32:1–2, 3, 

4–5; Mark 7:24–30.

Friday, February 22

The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

Peter is the first Apostle to confess Jesus as “the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.” Jesus, aware that such faith could 

only come from God, names Peter the rock on which he will 

build his church. The very human Peter, who will later deny 

Christ and bitterly regret his sin, accepts his role with humil-

ity in a spirit of service. His first letter images early Church 

leaders as shepherds and urges them to be examples to their 

flock, remembering that the “chief Shepherd” is Christ. 

Perhaps Peter, like King David who first prayed Psalm 23, 

found consolation in the knowledge that God was shepherd-

ing him. Today’s Readings: 1 Peter 5:1–4; Psalm 23:1–3a, 4, 

5, 6; Matthew 16:13–19.

Provide Formation and Connect with your Parish Community!

Barbara Matera; Illustrated by Tamar Messer  •  There are many ways to 
prepare for Advent this season with your parish community. With Keeping 
the Seasons, your parish will have the opportunity to provide catechesis 
and communication through weekly activities, inspiration, Scripture, 
prayer, and reflection during Advent and Christmas Time. For each 
Sunday, a prayer and Scripture reflection are provided, and for each 
weekday a brief catechesis on Scripture, saints, or Catholic practices, along 
with citations for daily Scripture readings. The reproducible handouts and 
images provided are beautifully illustrated and can be emailed, printed, 
posted and upload to your entire parish community. 

Keeping the Seasons also includes a seasonal letterhead and ready-to-print 
Advent and Christmas greeting cards for your annual greeting to parishioners. 

Use Keeping the Seasons to:
• Provide formation in English and Spanish

• Print and distribute handouts at Mass, religious education classes, 
and faith-sharing groups

• Select content for your parish website, Facebook, bulletins, and 
worship aids

• Send handouts as e-mail attachments for use at home

*Permission to reproduce as many copies as you wish, for as long as you wish!

Saddle stitched with disk, 8 ½ x 11, 16 pages  |  Bilingual: 978-1-61671-391-1
Order code: BKSA19C  $30

Holy Family Poster

Art by Laura James  •  This beautiful image of the 
Holy Family can be hung in your home, parish 
office, or classroom where it is sure to inspire 
reflection and prayer throughout the Advent and 
Christmas seasons each year. 

Poster, 22 x 17  |  814-80501-018-4  |  Order code: KSPHF  $5

At the Empty Tomb Poster

Art by Laura James  •  Based on the style of early 
Christian Ethiopian art, this brilliant image from 
Keeping the Seasons depicts the arrival of the three 
Marys at the empty tomb on the first Easter 
morning. 

Poster, 22 x 17  |  814-80501-019-1  |  Order code: KSPET  $5

Keeping the Seasons for Advent-Christmas 2018–2019
BILINGUAL PRINT AND DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR YOUR PARISH

Keeping the Seasons for Lent and Easter 
2019: Bilingual Print and Digital Resources 
for Your Parish

Prepare for Lent! Order Today!

Barbara Matera; Illustrated by Tamar Messer 
For each week, a beautifully illustrated handout 
provides a prayer and reflection on Sunday’s 
Scripture. In addition, a daily prayer guide 
encourages your parishioners to celebrate the 
season all week long with daily Scripture readings, 
activities, and catechesis during the Lent, Triduum, and Easter seasons. 

Keeping the Seasons includes:
• Ready-to-print handouts for each Sunday during Lent, Triduum,  

and Easter

• Customizable stationery, greeting cards, and inspiring pieces of art

• Text files formatted as PDFs and JPGs available in color and in 
English and Spanish 

Saddle stitched with disk, 8 ½ x 11, 16 pages
Bilingual: 978-1-61671-392-8  |  Order code: BKSL19C  $45

Available December 2018

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Psalm 29:1–2, 3–4, 
3, 9–10; Acts 10:34–38; Luke 3:15–16, 21–22. At Jesus’ 
birth, the sky fills with angels singing his glory and a star to 
guide kings from a far-off land to adore and bring him pre-
cious gifts. After those marvelous events, Jesus spends 
thirty years leading a quiet life in Nazareth. In God’s time, 
he comes on the scene while John is baptizing and insists 
that John baptize him. In that moment the Holy Trinity is 
revealed, as the Spirit of God descends on Jesus in the form 
of a dove, and the Father’s voice from heaven claims Jesus 
as his beloved Son. Blessed by the Father and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus embarks on his public ministry. His man-
date is to bring justice to the nations: to be “a light for the 
nations, / To open the eyes of the blind, / to bring out prison-

ers from confinement, / and from the dungeon, those who 
live in darkness.”

At our Baptism, the Holy Trinity is present as God the 
Father frees us from sin and gives us new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit, and we become a new creation clothed in 
Christ and enlightened by him. We are invited to participate 
in the very life of the Trinity! The rite of Baptism gives us 
our mandate: to “walk always as a child of the light.” Talk 
with your family or a friend about what those words might 
mean for the baptized. What is the work of children of the 
light? Talk with God about what those words might mean in 
your life. What is the particular work to which God is call-
ing you? 

The Beloved Son
Father God,
you made known the Sonship of Jesus
at the moment of his baptism
and announced to all
that you were pleased with him.
Certain of your affirmation,
and living in the power of the Spirit,
Jesus would have the fervor to 

announce your kingdom:
compassion to forgive sins, heal the 

sick, and raise the dead;
and courage to face abandonment, 

betrayal, and death.
Awaken us from our indifference
to the total self-giving of Christ.
Change our passivity to passion
so we might have the fervor, 

compassion, and courage
to follow in his footsteps.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Sunday, January 13, 2019
Baptized and Sent Forth

Reproducible text 
in English and 
Spanish and art 
files for use with 
your entire parish 
community for 
only $30!

All material  
available online for 

easy download when 
you order your  
parish copy!
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Year of Grace 2019

“. . . . the prophet’s most important task is to call the people back to 
relationship with God, to lives of mercy and to acts of justice.”

—Corinna Laughlin

Corinna Laughlin; Illustrated by Cody F. Miller  •  Count the days and 
weeks of this liturgical year, reflecting on Christ’s prophetic spirit poured 
out on four great prophets, and on all God’s people. Inspired by artist 
Cody Miller’s images of prophecy, in the center Christ pours out his spirit 
on people of all times and places. In the corners we see four great prophets: 
Deborah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Anna. The Year of Grace 2019 liturgical year 
follows the Sunday Year C cycle and the Weekday Year I cycle, beginning 
on December 2, 2018 (First Sunday of Advent) and ending on Saturday, 
November 30, 2019. 

The illustrations on this year’s Year of Grace liturgical calendar offer 
catechists and teachers a special opportunity to teach about prophets and 
prophecy. Through the illustrations on the front of the calendar and the 
“About the Art” commentary on the back, teachers and catechist are 
equipped to spark a conversation about God’s prophetic Spirit that is 
always being poured out on God’s people.

Use the Year of Grace calendar in many ways:
• Decorate your classroom, choir room, and parish offices

• Use the art for guided reflection with students, choirs, cantors, 
instrumentalists, and other liturgical ministers

• Present to first communicants and Confirmation candidates

• Assign students to report on specific liturgical days

About the artist:

Cody F. Miller is from Columbus, Ohio, where he resides with his wife and 
two sons. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1995 from 
Columbus College of Art and Design in Columbus. For sixteen years Mr. 
Miller was the art instructor at Art Bridge Studio, a division of United 
Cerebral Palsy of Central Ohio, and he is currently a resident artist at the 
Goodwill Art Studio and Gallery. He works with cut paper and paint “to 
convey some degree of hope . . .  in a way which shows the quiet fingerprint 
of God saying, ‘I was here all along.’”

Year of Grace 2019 
Notebook Calendar

The placemat-sized Year of Grace 
calendar is available in both laminated 
single sheets and packs of twenty-five 
paper sheets, making it ideal for both 
home and classroom use.  

The Year of Grace calendar is perfect for religious education, Catholic 
school religion classes, RCIA sessions, and choir and cantor rehearsals.

Companion to the Calendar, Second 
Edition: A Guide to the Saints, 
Seasons, and Holidays of the Year

Kathy Coffey, Donna M. Crilly, Mary G. Fox, 
Mary Ellen Hynes, Julie M. Krakora, Corinna 
Laughlin, Robert C. Rabe  •  A great companion to 
the Year of Grace liturgical calendar, this resource 
provides both children and adults with the answers 
to questions about saints, liturgical seasons, and 

the celebration of national and civic holidays in the Catholic Church. 

“A great resource and a must have on the bookshelf of every catechist. . . . 
This brief but detailed explanation of the liturgical times, various saints 
and the glimpse into Orthodox, Jewish, and Islamic Days, allows this book 
to great reference for those who want to better understand the Catholic 
calendar or who are in the position of educating others.  A great resource 
of information that can be incorporated in any lesson plan for all ages.” 

—Giuseppina M. Pignato, Catechist, St. Anne Parish, Chicago, Illinois 

Paperback, 8 x 10, 176 pages  |  978-1-56854-260-7  |  Order code: COMCAL2  $17.95

Laminated Poster, 26 x 26
English: 978-1-61671-405-5

Order code: YG19LL  $16
Spanish: 978-1-61671-378-2
Order code: AG19LL  $16

Paper Poster, 26 x 26
English: 978-1-61671-406-2
Order code: YG19LP
Spanish: 978-1-61671-379-9
Order code: AG19LP
Single copy:  $8
2–24 copies:  $7 each
25 or more:  $6 each

Laminated Notebook, Single Sheets, 17 x 11
English: 978-1-61671-408-6
Order code: YG19SL  $5
Spanish: 978-1-61671-381-2
Order code: AG19SL  $5

Paper Notebook, Pack of 25, 17 x 11
English: 978-1-61671-407-9
Order code: YG19SP  $13
Spanish: 978-1-61671-380-5
Order code: AG19SP  $13
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Liturgy and Appointment Calendar 2019

Designed for those actively involved in Church ministry, this organized reference calendar provides space for 
liturgical preparation, organizing parish events, and scheduling personal, spiritual, and work life events. 
Included are daily liturgical observances, citations for daily Mass readings, the proper liturgical colors, First 
Friday and Saturday Devotions, popular novenas, and other Catholic events and observances. The quotations 
in this year’s calendar are from Catholic Social Teaching.

Spiral, 8 x 10, 128 pages  |  814-80501-038-2  |  Order code: LAC19
Single copy:  $16  |  2 or more:  $14 each

The Catholic Planning Calendar 2019

Easy to use, this 13-month tear-off planning 
calendar offers ample space for scheduling plans 
for the entire year. Great for use as a desk blotter 
or on the wall, this calendar includes many 
Catholic and secular observances, liturgical 
colors, Holydays of Obligation, feast days, and 
much more. The quotations in this year’s calendar 
are from Catholic Social Teaching.

Tear-off pad, 22 x 17, 15 pages
814-80501-037-5  |  Order code: PC19
1–4 copies:  $16.95 each  |  5–9 copies:  $14.95 each
10 or more:  $12.95 each

The Daily Mass Readings 
2019: A Simple Reference 
Guide

This portable booklet is a simple 
resource that anyone who follows, 
needs, or prays with the daily 
Mass readings can use every day 
from the First Sunday of Advent 

through the Saturday of the last week of Ordinary 
Time. Included are Lectionary numbers; biblical 
citations; titles of solemnities, feasts, and memori-
als; liturgical colors; and Holydays of Obligation.  

Saddle stitched, 4 1⁄8 x 7 ½, 48 pages  |  978-1-61671-388-1
Order code: DMR19  $3

E-Ordo 2019

The E-Ordo is an electronic 
calendar file that contains all the 
details of the liturgical year, such 
as colors, seasons, feasts, solem-
nities, memorials, and much 
more. New! Now included are 

biographies of saints, information about special 
feast days, and important non-liturgical Catholic 
days. Available as a compressed .zip download, it 
can be imported into most electronic calendars 
and platforms (PC, Mac, smartphones, and 
tablets). The .zip file must be downloaded to a 
computer and transferred to your preferred 
electronic device.  

Electronic file
E-Ordo 2019: Order code: ORDO19E
1–2 copies:  $19.95 each  |  3 or more:  $14.95 each

Quotations in 
this year’s calendar 

are from Catholic  
Social Teaching
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Order of Christian Funerals, Ritual Edition

Resources for Funerals

The Vigil for the Deceased and the  
Rite of Committal Worship Aid

This easy-to-read worship aid will help facilitate the 
full, conscious, and active participation of those 
attending the Catholic Vigil for the Deceased and 
the Rite of Committal. 

Prayer card (single copy), 11 x 17  |  978-1-61671-440-6 
Order code: EVCWA  $0.50

Prayer card (pack of 50), 11 x 17  |  Order code: EVCWAP $20

Available September 2018

The Funeral Mass Worship Aid

This easy-to-use worship aid enables those gathered 
at the Catholic funeral Mass to participate fully, con-
sciously, and actively.

Prayer card (single copy), 11 x 17  |  978-1-61671-439-0
Order code: EFMWA  $0.50

Prayer card (pack of 50), 11 x 17  |  Order code: EFMWA  $20

Available September 2018

The Church calls each  
member of Christ’s Body—Priest, Deacon,  
lay-person—to participate in the ministry of 
consolation: to care for the dying, to pray for the 
dead, to comfort those who mourn (Order of 
Christian Funerals, 8).

This English edition of the Order of Christian 
Funerals has been updated to include the proper 
readings from the 1998 Lectionary for Mass, 
proper texts from the third edition of The Roman 
Missal, and the Appendix for Cremation. It also 
includes the ritual text for the Vigil and related 
rites and prayers, the Funeral Liturgy, the Rite of 
Committal, the funeral rites for children, the Office 
for the Dead.

The design of this beautifully bound, gold-stamped 
ritual book displays the ritual and Scripture  
texts with dignity and clarity for those who 
proclaim them. 

Hardcover, 7 x 10, 448 pages 
978-1-61671-422-2
Order code: OCFRER  $79.95

NEW! 
Ritual Edition of the 
Order of Christian 

Funerals

• large, easy-to-read type printed in two 
colors

• a design that eliminates page turns 
wherever possible

• acid-free paper to eliminate discoloration

• cover material for durability

• three ribbons to mark pages with ease 
and dignity

• six beautiful wood block prints by  
Br. Martin Erspamer, osb

This ritual book contains:
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Eternal Rest in the Lord: Preparing 
the Liturgy of the Word at Catholic 
Funerals

Paul H. Colloton, osfs, Mary G. Fox, 
Corinna Laughlin, and Lorie Simmons 
Preparing a funeral Mass can be both a 
painful and grace-filled experience. 
Designed to simplify the process and 
provide hope for salvation, Eternal Rest 
in the Lord guides families through each 
of the possible Scripture readings that 
may be selected for a Catholic funeral 
Mass. This resource will help grieving 
families find comfort in God’s love and 
mercy during this difficult time of loss.

Eternal Rest in the Lord provides families with:
• Full texts of the readings for funerals for adults, baptized 

children, and unbaptized children

• Pastoral reflections on each reading that attend to the needs 
of those who grieve

• At-a-glance reference offering reasons for why families might 
select a particular reading, helping to connect it to the life of 
the deceased loved one

• Suggestions for other readings that fit well together

• Understanding of the parts of the Liturgy of the Word at a 
Catholic funeral Mass

• Guidance for writing the Prayer of the Faithful, along with 
sample texts

• Selection form to turn in to the parish

Saddlestitched, 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8, 128 pages  |  978-1-61671-424-6   |  Order code: EERL
1-9 copies:  $4  |  10-74 copies:  $3.50  |  75 or more copies:  $2.50

Spanish edition available in September!
Saddlestitched, 5 3⁄8 x 8 3⁄8, 128 pages  |  978-1-61671-438-3  |  Order code: SERL 
1–9 copies:  $4 each  |  10–74 copies:  $3.50 each  |  75 or more copies:  $2.50 each

Facing Death Together: Parish Funerals

Margaret Smith  •  What work must we do in the 
wake of death? Where do we begin, how do we 
proceed to face death? To face death together as a 
parish? This is an invaluable resource for all parish 
leaders who recognize their responsibility to minister 
to the dying, the dead and those who mourn, and 
who recognize that the whole parish shares in this 
awesome experience of the Paschal Mystery.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 176 pages  |  978-1-56854-176-1 
Order code: FUNRAL  $15.95

Do Not Let Your Hearts Be 
Troubled: The Catholic 
Understanding of Death and 
Eternal Life

Victoria M. Tufano  •  The death of 
a loved one is a difficult experience 
for those who grieve. However, we 
are comforted by our Christian faith 
in Christ, who conquered death and 
leads the way to eternal life. This 
short booklet explores the Catholic 
understanding of eternal life, pro-
vides an overview of the primary 
funeral rites (the Vigil, Funeral 
Liturgy, and Committal), and offers 

practical ways we can remember those who have died. The questions at the 
end of each short chapter will help readers find hope in the promise of 
resurrection.

Saddlestitched, 41⁄4 x 51⁄2, 32 pages

English: 978-1-61671-426-0  |  Order code: EDNL
Spanish: 978-1-61671-429-1  |  Order code: SDNL

Single copy:  $2  |  2–49 copies:  $1.50 each |  50 or more copies:  $1 each

Guide for Celebrating® Funerals

Joseph DeGrocco, Bruce T. Morrill, sj, H. Richard 
Rutherford, csc  •  This resource provides parish 
staffs with a thorough treatment of the various 
funeral rites—from the first meeting with families 
after death through the burial.  It offers pastoral 
guidance for collaborating with families, preparing 
the liturgical environment and music, selecting 
prayer texts, scheduling liturgical ministers, and 
ways for your parish to be a source of comfort, 
hope, and strength for mourners.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 176 pages  |  978-1-61671-291-4  |  Order code: EGCF
1–2 copies:  $9.95  |  3 or more copies:  $8.95

Preaching The Funeral Homily: Proclaiming 
The Gospel of Heavenly Hope

Rev. R.C. Sonefeld  •  This resources provides 18 
model homilies will help preachers prepare funeral 
homilies more easily and deliver them more 
effectively. This is an idea resource for priests and 
deacons as they prepare to preside and preach at a 
funeral.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 160 pages  |  978-0-89390-480-7
Order code: PFH  $20.95

Resources for Funerals

Available in 
English and 

Spanish!
Available in 
English and 

Spanish!


