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Full of wisdom yet very readable, Richard Rohr’s new volume helps us live in the ‘just this’
moments of every day of our lives

JUST THIS
Richard Rohr
Just This is a collection of brief and evocative meditations and practices
that invites us to cultivate the gift of waking up to the beauty of reality
in all its glorious ordinariness. With his signature blend of contemplation,
theology, and pastoral sensitivity, Fr Richard Rohr creates a spaciousness
for the soul to grow into a kind of seeing that goes far beyond merely
looking to recognizing and thus appreciating.
This is the heart of contemplation, the centerpiece of any inner dialogue
that frees us from the traps of our perceptions and preoccupations. The
contemplative mind does not tell us what to see; it teaches us how to see
what we behold.
CONTENTS
Introduction – Awe . . . and surrendering to it
One – A moment of awe
Two – Growing up and waking up
Three – Suffering and surrender
Four – Practices and prompts
KEY SALES POINTS
• Richard Rohr is one of the great spiritual writers of our time
• it’s clear that the teaching we find here is at the very heart of all the
author believes
• offers practical help: the last chapter details twelve lifestyle practices and
prompts that ‘have the potential to break us into deeper consciousness,
to reset our mind and heart, and to allow each day to become another
encounter with the “just this’”of every moment’
• Fr Richard has a huge following in the UK across all denominations of
the church and outside - his daily meditation emails now go out to over
270,000 subscribers around the world
• The Divine Dance sold 30,000 copies in its first year of publication in the
UK alone - and the rate of sale appears to be increasing
RICHARD ROHR, OFM is a globally recognized ecumenical teacher
bearing witness to the universal awakening within Christian mysticism
and the Perennial Tradition. He is a Franciscan priest of the New Mexico
Province and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. His teaching is grounded in the Franciscan
alternative orthodoxy – practices of contemplation and self-emptying,
expressing itself in radical compassion, particularly for the socially
marginalized. He is the author of numerous books including The Divine
Dance, Breathing Under Water, Immortal Diamond and Falling Upward
(SPCK, 2016, 2016, 2013 and 2012 respectively).

ALSO BY RICHARD ROHR

978 0 281 06891 3
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978 0 281 07017 6

978 0 281 07512 6

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
June | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07991 9 | Paperback | 144 pp

Using only the Bible’s own words, this little book presents all its great narratives as a single,
seamless and compelling story – which you can read in just one hour!

THE ONE HOUR BIBLE
From Adam to Apocalypse in Sixty Minutes
Adam and Eve and the forbidden fruit, Jacob and the stairway to heaven,
Joseph and his brothers, Samson and Delilah, David and Goliath, Jonah
and the whale, the miracles and teachings of Jesus, St Paul’s vision on the
road to Damascus, St John’s vision of the new Jerusalem: the Bible is full
of dramatic stories that have made it the world’s bestselling book, and yet
few people ever get around to reading it from cover to cover.
Now, with The One Hour Bible, readers of all ages can discover its riches
and gain a birds-eye view of the entire sweep of the Bible’s epic story – in
just sixty minutes.
KEY SALES POINTS
• for anyone who wants to know what’s in the Bible but can’t find the
time to read it all, here’s an easy way to get started
• distilled from the highly readable text of the New Living Translation, this
little book provides you with the most famous stories and memorable
sayings from the world’s bestselling book of all time
• free download available offering ‘bonus quotes’ from the Bible’s bestloved prayers, proverbs, promises, parables and other wise sayings
PRAISE:
‘For those who’ve been putting aside two years in later life to read the
Bible from cover to cover, the good news is: the most important bits are
here.’ Jeremy Vine, journalist and broadcaster
‘This book is a brilliant and inventive taster. It introduces the reader to the
actual words of scripture: no paraphrases, no ‘stories of’, just the revealed
words of God so arranged as to give a hint of the wonder of the Bible in
its full dimensions.’ Sister Wendy Beckett, writer and art historian
‘What an amazing concept - and why in the world hasn’t it been done
before? This compelling, concise, slimmed-down Scripture is a must for
anyone who finds those 66 books a tad daunting. In today’s busy world,
this is a book for everyone’s bookcase - except it won’t be on there much
as you’ll be reading it or lending it.’ Paul Kerensa, TV scriptwriter and
comedian

BIBLES [HRCF]
August | £4.99 | 978 0 281 07964 3 | Paperback | 112pp
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Urges us to explore and delight in the mystery of being through meditating on the wonders of
the created world

LOVE THE WORLD
David Adam
This beautifully written book aims to increase our love for the world
through reflecting on what we have discovered about it, and using this
as a basis for further meditation and spiritual enrichment. It opens by
looking at the beginning of the universe and the mystery of being, then
moves on to our world, its atmosphere, the miracle of water and things
we often take for granted but are essential to our health and happiness.
Finally, it focuses on our relationship to the earth.
Each section offers a short introduction, based on scientific discovery, a
meditation, and an exercise in awareness and sensitivity.
KEY SALES POINTS
• subject matter is clearly David Adam territory, but this is a different
approach to the theme, brought right up to date
• David Adam has been one of our bestselling authors since the 1980s
and still has a strong following, and is also a distinguished spiritual
director
• he writes from lived experience as well as knowledge, so his books
have an integrity that is hugely appealing
• his books have proved solid backlist, with around 20 currently in print
PRAISE FOR THE AWESOME JOURNEY (2015):
‘For those who are confused or battered on the journey of life, this will
give some pointers and much encouragement to face the difficulties along
the way.’ The Reader

THE REVD CANON DAVID ADAM is one of the best-loved figures
in Celtic spirituality. The author of many successful books, he was for
thirteen years Vicar of the Holy Island of Lindisfarne. He continues to
lecture, speak and act as a spiritual director.

ALSO BY DAVID ADAM:

978 0 281 07294 1
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978 0 281 06330 7

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
July | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07776 2 | Paperback | 160 pp

John Bell’s hauntingly elegiac recording of songs to offer comfort in bereavement, accompanied
by a beautifully designed book

THE LAST JOURNEY
Reflections for the Time of Grieving
John L. Bell
The need to ex press grief, to sing our sorrow, is as old as humanity. The
Book of Psalms, side by side with expressions of deepest praise, contains
cries of unfathomable despair. Both are not only acceptable to God, but
essential for our mental and spiritual health.
In The Last Journey, John Bell explores the myriad of emotions that
accompany loss, offering us a way to grieve, to search through the
struggle before us – and perhaps enabling us to find the courage to face
the world with a renewed sense of hope.
KEY SALES POINTS
• John Bell is sought after by Protestant, Catholic and non-denominational
churches worldwide
• he’s a hugely popular teacher and speaker, but has only published with
Wild Goose which means his books have had very limited circulation
(and there’s nothing more recent that 2009)
• he’s particularly known for his work in the area of lament
• new introduction and completely redesigned book - 165 x 140 mm and
96 rather than 48 pages (original is a strange long size but feels very
cramped)
• quality of recording (by The Cathedral Singers, Chicago, conducted by
John Bell) is excellent
• may be used as a personal resource, or during corporate mourning at
church funerals and crematorium services
PRAISE:
‘Few recordings have struck a chord as deep and profound as this
heart-rending yet ultimately uplifting CD and accompanying book.’ GIA
Publications
JOHN BELL is a member of the Iona Community, an ordained minister
and a regular broadcaster on Radio 4’s Thought for the Day. Over many
years, he has consistently been one of the biggest draws at Greenbelt,
and he works throughout the world, preaching and lecturing in
theological colleges in the UK, Canada and the United States. In 1999,
he was honoured by the Presbyterian Church in Canada and the Royal
School of Church Music which bestowed a Fellowship on him. In 2002, he
was awarded an honorary doctorate by the University of Glasgow.

COPING WITH DEATH AND BEREAVEMENT [VFJX]
July | £14.99 | 978 0 281 08002 1 | Paperback | 96 pp
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An accessible and readable introduction to the Bible, requiring no previous knowledge

THE BARE BIBLE
Uncovering the Bible for the First Time (or the
Hundredth)
Peter Graystone
The Bible holds huge religious, historical and cultural weight, but it can be
daunting to approach it with no idea of where to begin, or how to read it.
Here enters The Bare Bible, the perfect introductory guide to the Bible.
Written with humour and a friendly, accessible tone, author Peter
Graystone assumes no prior knowledge from his readers and cheerily
sets out on a lively discussion of all the Bible is and isn’t: the various genres
found within its pages, the history of how these various books came to
be known as the Bible and - most importantly - why, even after all these
years, its words are still relevant to us today..
KEY SALES POINTS
• Peter works for Church Army and is the editor of Christianity.org.uk, as
well as being a columnist for the Church Times
• he spoke at Greenbelt in 2014 and 2015
• he has published several previous books with Scripture Union,
Canterbury Press and Church House Publishing and will be a
recognisable name within the Christian industry
• provides a very accessible and readable introduction to the Bible, with
small sections of text and cartoons
PETER GRAYSTONE works for Church Army and is the editor of
Christianity.org.uk, an online encyclopaedia which gives free, confidential
information about the Christian faith. Peter has written many books,
speaks regularly at Greenbelt Festival, and is a columnist and theatre
reviewer for the Church Times.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
July | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07843 1 | Paperback | 192 pp
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What are the core philosophical questions facing Christianity today, and how can we begin to
answer them?

A PHILOSOPHY OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGION
For the Twenty-first Century
Nancey Murphy
Each field of study comes with its own set of questions; each period of
time refines and redirects those questions. The Christian religion as we
find it in the twenty-first century presents a unique set of problems to
be solved and questions to be answered. In this introduction, eminent
philosopher and theologian Nancey Murphy applies the tools of
philosophical analysis to a set of contemporary religious questions: what
does our historical moment mean for the possibility of knowing God? Is
faith still possible? Does God intervene in human history? Is there such
a thing as universal knowledge of God? And what about the challenges
posed by science and religious pluralism?
Written with the needs of students in mind, this book clearly sets out
the fundamental philosophical questions facing Christianity today, and
provides tools for how to answer them.
KEY SALES POINTS
• written with the needs of students in mind, exploring philosophy in its
historical context and linking topics that are usually treated as unrelated
units
• focuses on philosophical problems of particular relevance to Christians
in the West
• written by a widely respected philosopher of religion, with a gift for
expressing complex ideas in ways that students can readily understand
• endorsements to come from leading philosophers and theologians on
both sides of the Atlantic
PRAISE
‘Nancey Murphy has written an excellent and comprehensive survey
of contemporary philosophy of religion. She expertly faces current
challenges, while deftly placing everything within its historical context.’
Roger Trigg, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, University of Warwick
NANCEY MURPHY is Professor of Christian Philosophy at Fuller
Theological Seminary, California. Her recent books include Did My
Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on
Moral Responsibility and Free Will (OUP, 2009) and Bodies and Souls, or
Spirited Bodies? (CUP, 2006).

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION [HRAB]
July | £25.00 | 978 0 281 06692 6 | Paperback | 272 pp
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A riveting account of the rise of the Christian faith in Guizhou province over the course of the
last 150 years

GUIZHOU
The Precious Province
Paul Hattaway
This is the second of a series of up to 20 volumes focusing on the
modern history of the church in China. The books will, for the most part,
cover one province each, and will be organised by decades. Each history
starts with the arrival of the first evangelical missionaries in a province,
and continues through to the present day. The books include many vivid
brief biographies of the extraordinary people who have been part of
this remarkable story. Each volume includes a number of photographs,
painstakingly collected by the author over a period of years.
Partly because of its explosive growth in recent decades there is no
accurate, readable account of what has happened to the Chinese church.
Few Chinese believers know anyone who has been a Christian for more
than ten years. This series is designed not only to inform the wider world
of the astonishing work of the Spirit in China, but to provide Chinese
believers (and members of the immense Chinese diaspora) with some
sense of their own roots.

KEY SALES POINTS
• by the author of The Heavenly Man
• full of arresting stories and rare photos
• the result of many years of research
• inspiring and uplifting narratives of courage and vision
PAUL HATTAWAY is a New Zealander, of Maori extraction, who
became a Bible courier to China in his early twenties. Over the course
of many trips he learnt to speak fluent Mandarin, and gained the trust
of Chinese Christians. He still visits China on a regular basis, and for this
reason makes no public appearances and does not allow himself to be
photographed. His autobiography An Asian Harvest was published by
Lion Hudson (2017). He is the author of a number of books including
The Heavenly Man, the story of Brother Yun, which has sold 750,000
copies in English and has been translated into about sixty languages. His
most recent book was Shandong, the first of the China Chronicles (SPCK,
2018).

ALSO BY PAUL HATTAWAY:

CHURCH HISTORY [HRCC2]
July | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07989 6 | Paperback | 288 pp
978 0 281 07888 2
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A magical Christmas tale for children

THE SLEEPY SHEPHERD
A Timeless Retelling of the Christmas Story
Stephen Cottrell
illustrated by Chris Hagan
The Sleepy Shepherd is so dozy he completely misses the visit of the
angels and the greeting of the Christ-child in Bethlehem. But one crucial
night, years later, he makes a decision to be a real shepherd to a man
whose friends have all fallen asleep . . .
KEY SALES POINTS
• weaves together the Christmas and Easter stories in an unexpected and
quite unforgettable way
• storyline will enchant children and challenge adults
• features stunningly beautiful and quirky illustrations – full of humour and
wonder – in 4-colour and 2-colour throughout the book
• offers an element of redemption with universal significance
• Stephen Cottrell is a much-loved author with sales of around 30,000
copies of his SPCK titles in the last 8 years
PRAISE FOR WALKING BACKWARDS TO CHRISTMAS:
‘Cottrell has a gift for inhabiting the most diverse perspectives . . . All are
rendered in glorious physical language, a strange but apt mix of Scripture
and modern idiom. The result is revelatory.’ The Tablet
STEPHEN COTTRELL is Bishop of Chelmsford and was formally Bishop
of Reading. A hugely popular and entertaining speaker, he has written
widely about spirituality and art. Among his recent books are The Things
He Did (Nov 2016), Walking Backwards to Christmas (2014) and Christ
in the Wilderness: Reflecting on the paintings by Stanley Spencer (2012), all
published by SPCK.
CHRIS HAGAN is a Brighton-based artist who works in a mixed media
collage and paint technique. He is especially drawn to old folk tales and
his illustrations have appeared in Brighton: The Graphic Novel (QueenSpark
Books, 2013) and will feature in forthcoming storybooks for children. He
has a popular shop on Folksy (https://folksy.com/shops/chrishagandesigns).

ALSO BY STEPHEN COTTRELL:

978 0 281 07147 0

CHRISTMAS [5HC]
August | £6.99 | 978 0 281 07802 8 | Paperback | 48 pp
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THE SLEEPY SHEPHERD SAMPLE ILLUSTRATIONS:
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A delightful full-colour picture book to encourage caring for creation and sharing with the less
fortunate

WE’RE HUNGRY TOO
Sylvia Green
illustrated by David Lorenzo
Ellie loves sleepovers with Aunt Miranda, who is the best cook
in the world! They love to feed the cute birds and the fluffy
ducklings, but other less appealing creatures keep appearing
because they’re hungry too! Gradually Ellie learns to look out for
the creatures who are usually ignored but are just as needy and
worthy of care.
A lovely book for adults and children to read together and to help
children think about caring for creation and those less fortunate
than themselves.

SYLVIA GREEN is the author of a popular series of Christmas animal
stories including The Best Christmas Present Ever (Second edition 2014),
The Christmas Wish (2004) and The Christmas Pony (2001), all published
by Scholastic. She lives in Walton-upon-Thames, Surrey with her family
and two cats.

KEY SALES POINTS
• beautiful full-colour illustrations
• children will want to join in with the repeated refrain ‘We’re
hungry too!’
• from an established author of animal stories
CHILDREN’S/TEENAGE FICTION AND TRUE STORIES [YF]
August | £5.99 | 978 0 281 07672 7 | Paperback | 32 pp

DAVID LORENZO is an illustrator based in Spain.

SAMPLE ILLUSTRATION:
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A delightful re-telling of the Christmas story for children aged 4-6

THE SHEPHERD WHO
COULDN’T SING
Alan M. Barker
illustrated by Thea Baker
Jake the boy shepherd lacks the X-factor! He’s not afraid of dark
shadows, strange noises or wild animals. The only thing that frightens Jake
is singing – that is until an unexpected meeting with an angel choir helps
him to discover his voice ... and the infant Christ!

KEY SALES POINTS
• a delightful re-telling of the Christmas story
• luminous illustrations by Thea Baker
• most popular author on SPCK’s assemblies site, www.assemblies.org.uk

RELIGION AND BELIEFS: GENERAL (CHILDREN’S/TEENAGE) [YNR]
August | £5.99 | 978 0 281 076741 | Paperback | 32 pp

ALAN M. BARKER is a Methodist minister who has worked in
Lincolnshire for the past 27 years. He regularly leads collective worship
in local primary schools and is the author of The Flying Pizza and Other
Assemblies (2014).
THEA BAKER is a Somerset-born illustrator now living in Australia
@TheaIllustrator
www.theabaker.com

SAMPLE ILLUSTRATION:
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The first Anglicized version of one of the most popular and trusted contemporary translations
of the Bible, completely reset and redesigned for a new generation

THE NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (NLT) BIBLE RANGE
The New Living Translation is an authoritative version of scripture, rendered faithfully into today’s English by an international team of over 90
leading biblical scholars.
Combining elegance with readability, the NLT conveys the message of the original texts in clear, contemporary language. Drawing on the best
textual scholarship, this is a translation that is both exegetically accurate and idiomatically powerful, making it eminently suitable for both private
and public use.
Designed to be read by Christians of all ages and denominations, SPCK has put together a selection of editions to suit all needs: a standard
hardback pew edition, a portable paperback edition, a premium edition with a soft-tone cover and a children’s gift edition with 24 full-colour
plates beautifully illustrated by Javier Jaoquin.
There is also a special edition created with Premier Christian Communications Ltd that features exclusive additional content, including accessible
apologetics from presenter and author of Unbelievable?, Justin Brierley.

PRAISE:
‘The NLT was put together by a dream team of scholars and linguists and gives us a Bible that is thoroughly reliable and eminently readable.
It allows the Scriptures to speak with fresh vitality.’ John Ortberg
‘The NLT communicates the truth of the Gospel in a clear, understandable way that can help bring spiritual seeking people across the line
of faith.’ Bill Hybels

JAVIER JAOQUIN (illustrator for The Children’s Bible) was
born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. His inspiration comes from his
acute observation of urban characters, architecture and nature
and his style incorporates textures and colours which are added
both traditionally and digitally. Javier has published with several
publishing houses within the UK, the US and Argentina, including
Simon & Schuster and HarperCollins.

BIBLES [HRCF]
NLT Standard Edition:
NLT Portable Edition:		
NLT Premium Edition:		
NLT Premier Edition:		
The Children’s Bible:		

978 0 281 07953 7 | £14.99 | 1472 pp | August
978 0 281 07954 4 | £9.99 | 1472 pp | August
978 0 281 07955 1 | £19.99 | 1472 pp | August
978 0 281 07956 8 | £14.99 | 1500 pp | June
978 0 281 07971 1 | £16.99 | 1480 pp | August
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THE CHILDREN’S BIBLE SAMPLE ILLUSTRATIONS:
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A practical handbook and personal account of depression and suicidal thoughts, written to raise
awareness of mental illness and advise those in pastoral roles

LEARNING TO BREATHE
My Journey with Mental Illness
Rachael Newham
‘It begins slowly, so slowly that I hardly notice at first. My chest tightens
and my heart begins to beat a fraction faster. I try to draw breath, but
instead I choke on oxygen I can’t inhale. As I realise that I can’t breathe,
the panic wraps itself around my mind.
I can’t make myself draw a breath.’
Rachael was aged just six when she had her first suicidal thought. Over
the next decade, life would become increasingly fraught with depression
and self-harm, and her outlook only bleaker. Before her eighteenth
birthday, Rachael would twice try to take her own life.
And yet amidst this darkness, a flicker of faith lived on.
This is Rachael’s story of her journey into, and out of, the darkness of
depression. With unflinching realism and complete honesty, she shows us
what it looks like to live with mental illness, and how God can find us and
rescue us even in the most desperate of places.

KEY SALES POINTS
• Rachael is very active in the area of mental health awareness. She runs
her own charity, ThinkTwice and is an associate at Mind and Soul, a
trainer for selfharmUK, and a regular writer and blogger on the subject
• Rachael was asked to lead a seminar at New Wine on mental illness in
2017, and has been asked to return this coming year
• Rachael is an alumni of LST, who would likely get behind the book and
promote through their own networks
• Rachael’s young age in dealing with depression and suicidal thoughts
could engage a teenage/early twenties audience through her personal
story, whilst also informing an older audience who may be in pastoral
roles within the church
RACHAEL NEWHAM is the Founding Director of ThinkTwice, a
mental health awareness charity and a graduate of the London School of
Theology. She is an associate at Mind and Soul, a trainer for selfharmUK,
and regularly writes features and articles for Premier Youthwork
magazine and Threads.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING [HRCV3]
August | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07808 0 | Paperback | 160 pp
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A major contribution to historical Jesus studies, demonstrating that Jesus saw himself as the
priestly messiah who sought to prepare a people to share in his priesthood

JESUS THE PRIEST
Nicholas Perrin
This major new study advances our understanding of the historical Jesus
by exploring the model of Jesus the priest. As priest, Jesus claims to reveal
God’s unchanging character through his own person; as priest, too, he
announces the impending eschatological climax, constituted by the arrival
of the heavenly temple on earth.
Focusing on critically assured sayings of Jesus, Perrin argues that the
two announcements (the kingdom and Jesus’ priesthood) are mutually
confirming and mutually authenticating. The nature of the kingdom is
derived from his priestly office; his priestly office is given shape and
substance through teachings on the kingdom. Jesus saw himself as the
unique eschatological high priest and therefore as the local embodiment
of Yahweh. He announced the kingdom of God as the space of true
worship; he regarded his life as revealing both the identity of God and the
true worship of God.

KEY SALES POINTS
• presents a fresh perspective on Jesus’ central teaching on the kingdom
of God (i.e. the essence of kingdom is worship)
• draws on the best in traditional conservative and liberal reconstructions
of his life and teaching
• by the author of the critically acclaimed Jesus the Temple (SPCK 2010)

PRAISE:
‘A significant contribution to historical Jesus studies. . . Delightful reading
and worthy of careful appraisal.’ Jeannine K. Brown, Professor of New
Testament, Bethel Seminary
‘Stimulating stuff, well-argued and accessibly written, with an eye on its
relevance for us today.’ Methodist Recorder
NICHOLAS PERRIN is Professor of Biblical Studies and Dean of the
Graduate School at Wheaton College, Illinois. He is the author of several
influential books and articles on the Gospels, including Jesus the Temple
(SPCK 2010).

THE HISTORICAL JESUS [HRCA]
August | £35 | 978 0 281 06501 1 | Paperback | 480 pp
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Tom Wright invites you on an Advent journey through the Gospel of Luke, linking his reflections
to the Sunday readings for Year B in the Revised Common Lectionary

ADVENT FOR EVERYONE
A Journey through Luke
Tom Wright
Join Tom Wright on a journey through Luke, as he explores the Gospel
themes of faith, repentance, justice and celebration.
Within each of these themes, Wright offers daily readings and
meditations for a week, beginning with the Sunday reading in the Revised
Common Lectionary, and ending with stimulating questions for personal
reflection or group discussion.
Distilled from selected passages in his popular For Everyone
commentaries, these sparkling reflections take you on a journey of
spiritual enlightenment, guiding you towards the wonder and joy of
Christmas.

KEY SALES POINTS
• sparkling reflections by our most popular Christian author, from Advent
to Christmas
• packed with vivid anecdotes and stimulating insights into Luke’s portrait
of Jesus
• a welcome devotional resource, both for fans of the For Everyone
commentaries and for everyone who has not yet read them
PRAISE FOR ADVENT FOR EVERYONE: A JOURNEY THROUGH
MATTHEW (2016) AND ADVENT FOR EVERYONE: A JOURNEY WITH
THE APOSTLES (2017):
‘Brilliant devotional theology for the everyday Christian.’ 		
Christianity Magazine
‘A wonderful devotional study or possible group study for the Advent
season.’ Together Magazine
‘Tom Wright is one of the great biblical commentators of our day, whose
writing on the Bible will stand the test of time’ Amy Boucher-Pye,
Woman Alive

ALSO BY TOM WRIGHT:

TOM WRIGHT is Research Professor of New Testament and Early
Christianity at the University of St Andrews. His recent books include
Paul: A biography, Spiritual and Religious, The Day the Revolution Began, God
in Public and Why Read the Bible? (all published by SPCK).

BIBLE STUDIES: FOR INDVIDIUAL OR SMALL GROUP STUDY [HRCG7]
August | £8.99 | 978 0 281 07967 4 | Paperback | 128 pp
978 0 281 07621 5

978 0 281 07838 7
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Join Jane Williams on a journey through Advent and discover the timeless wisdom to be found in
some of the world’s greatest paintings

THE ART OF ADVENT
A Painting a Day from Advent to Epiphany
Jane Williams
This beautiful book describes and interprets a series of paintings for each
day of Advent. Artists often address subjects our culture seeks to avoid,
and Jane Williams’ brilliant and perceptive reflections will help you to read
these paintings with a more discerning eye, and discover deeper levels of
meaning than may at first appear.

KEY SALES POINTS
• the perfect Advent book for art lovers of all ages
• written by the author of the highly acclaimed Faces of Christ: Jesus in
Art (Lion 2011)
• thirty-seven full-colour paintings from across the centuries and around
the world
• sparkling reflections on the cultural and theological importance of each
painting
• packed with insights into their spiritual resonances for today, and
guidance on how to read them prayerfully
JANE WILLIAMS is Assistant Dean and Lecturer in Systematic Theology
at St Mellitus College, London, and a visiting Lecturer at King’s College
London. Her recent books include Faces of Christ (Lion, 2011), Lectionary
Reflections (SPCK, 2011) and Why did Jesus have to Die? (SPCK, 2016.

ALSO BY JANE WILLIAMS:

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
August | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07169 2 | Paperback | 176 pp
978 0 281 07440 2
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978 0 281 06579 0

A 30-day devotional to help mothers who have suffered a miscarriage start to come to terms
with what has happened

TOO SOON
A Mother’s Journey through Miscarriage: A
30-day Devotional
Jane Clamp
One in four pregnancies end in miscarriage, a traumatic experience
for any woman, but one in which she typically feels alone. The purpose
of this book is to inform, encourage and support all women who have
experienced pregnancy loss, enabling them to find the strength they need
to move forward.
These 30 reflections are written compassionately and personally by Jane
Clamp, who has herself suffered four miscarriages. Each piece is followed
by a meditation and space for personal reflection. The book ends with a
liturgy for a lost child, and is attractively designed.

KEY SALES POINTS
• ideal gift for those dealing with the loss of an unborn chil
• foreword by Jennifer Rees Larcombe
JANE CLAMP is is Creative Writer in Residence on the Sunday Breakfast
Show of BBC Radio Norfolk, and on the Thought of the Day team at
Premier Radio. She has had several years of presenting Thought for the
Day for a local community radio station. For five years she was a regular
contributor to an online daily Bible commentary.
She is on the committee of the Association of Christian Writers and
produces a monthly blog for them. She also blogs personally.

FAMILY AND HEALTH [VF]
August | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08028 1 | Paperback | 160 pp
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A thrilling investigation of a crucial topic by one of the world’s foremost theologians

MERE DISCIPLESHIP
Alister McGrath
In exploring Christian discipleship, Alister McGrath encourages us to
move beyond a superficial grasp of our faith to discover its depth and
riches. He sees discipleship as a process of growth in wisdom, through
which we absorb a Christian vision of reality, and allow it to percolate our
minds and inform the way in which we think, imagine and act.
Helpfully drawing on the insights of Dorothy L Sayers, C S Lewis, John
Stott and J I Packer, whom he finds both astute and illuminating, he also
offers counsel on holding on to hope while journeying through darkness,
and how to live meaningfully in a world in which things often don’t make
complete sense.
KEY SALES POINTS
• by the author of The Dawkins Delusion? which has sold over 200,000
copies worldwide since publication in 2007
• developed from 14 popular lectures or talks, most of which have not
been published; all were given between 2010 and 2017
• Alister’s public profile is higher than ever
• he recently debated with Russell Brand ‘Is there any point in God?’ on
the podcast Under The Skin - responses included: ‘Brilliant modern day
dialogue on how Christianity is the most logical hypothesis in an age of
hedonism and confusion. The best interview I’ve listened to in a month.’
(Matthew Jensen, Small Groups Pastor at Journey of Faith)
• potentially wide international readership
PRAISE FOR ALISTER McGRATH:
‘Again and again, Alister McGrath elegantly performs that central task of
any teacher: to enable his students and readers, starting from the familiar
ground of what they already know, to go on to explore new territory, and
begin to see an expanded horizon.’ Church Times
ALISTER McGRATH is the Andreas Idreos Professor of Science and
Religion at the University of Oxford, Director of the Ian Ramsey Centre
for Science and Religion at Oxford, and (from 2015 to 2018) Gresham
Professor of Divinity. His previous posts include Professor of Theology
and Education at King’s College, London, and Professor of Historical
Theology at Oxford University.
ALSO BY ALISTER McGRATH:

978 0 281 07510 2
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978 0 281 06209 6

McGrath gained first class honours from Oxford University in Chemistry
(1975) and first class honours in Theology (1978). He holds an Oxford
DPhil (1978) for his research in molecular biology, a DD from Oxford
University’s Faculty of Theology for his work in historical and systematic
theology (2001), and a DLitt from Oxford University’s Division of
Humanities for his research in science and religion (2013). He was
elected FRSA in 2005, in recognition of his work as a public intellectual.
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
September | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07994 0 | Paperback | 168 pp
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Alister McGrath
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Perceptive portraits of twenty renowned writers, with illuminating reflections on their struggles
with faith and life, and on the way faith is explored in some their greatest works

HAUNTED BY CHRIST
Modern Writers and the Struggle for Faith
Richard Harries
W H Auden, T S Eliot, William Golding, Elizabeth Jennings, C S Lewis,
Flannery O’Connor, Stevie Smith. . . These are among some of the great
poets and novelists whose Christian faith imbued their works, and whose
works have helped countless readers to appreciate the different forms
that faith can take in different times and places.
Richard Harries considers the work of twenty of these writers, painting
vivid pictures of their lives and times, and providing us with numerous
critically sympathetic insights into the spiritual dimension of their writings.
KEY SALES POINTS
• described by Rowan Williams as one of our greatest Christian
intellectuals, Richard Harries is one of just two ordained Fellows of the
Royal Society of Literature
• he is also a brilliant theological communicator – the author of thirty
books, and a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s Today programme
• fresh perspectives on a range of renowned authors, including W
H Auden, T S Eliot, William Golding, Elizabeth Jennings, C S Lewis,
Flannery O’Connor, Barbara Pym, Marilyn Robinson, Stevie Smith and R
S Thomas
• extensive national publicity campaign, including a series of author events
and talks at major literary festivals
RICHARD HARRIES is both a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature
and an Honorary Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences. After
nineteen years as Bishop of Oxford he was made a Life Peer (Lord
Harries of Pentregarth) and he remains active in the House of Lords on
human rights issue. He is Emeritus Gresham Professor of Divinity and
a Visiting Professor of Theology at King’s College, London, where he
was formerly Dean. His voice is well known to many through his regular
contributions to the Today programme.
Among his many highly commended books are The Beauty and the Horror
(SPCK. 2016), described by Mary Warnock as ‘a deeply interesting book’,
The Re-enchantment of Morality (SPCK, 2008), shortlisted for the Michael
Ramsey Prize, and Art and the Beauty of God (Continuum, 1993), selected
as book of the year by Anthony Burgess in The Observer.
ALSO BY RICHARD HARRIES:

LITERATURE AND LITERARY STUDIES [D]
September | £19.99 | 978 0 281 07933 9 | Hardback | 352 pp
978 0 281 07693 2
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978 0 281 05947 8

Witty, perceptive, intellectually incisive and at times surprising portraits of some of the leading
religious, political and intellectual figures of our time

BRIEF ENCOUNTERS
Notes from a Philospher’s Diary
Anthony Kenny
Cardinals, directors, dissidents, dons, judges, novelists, philosophers,
prime ministers, scientists, world statesmen. . . Throughout his long and
distinguished career, Sir Anthony Kenny has encountered some of the
most notable and influential leaders of the post-war world.
In these brilliantly vivid vignettes Kenny offers telling and often
unexpected insights into the achievements, flaws and foibles of sixty
public figures - past and present - each of whom has contributed in
decisive ways to our political, spiritual and cultural heritage.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Anthony Kenny is one of the world’s most eminent philosophers, whose
writings are widely read and admired by believer and non-believer alike
• the ‘brief encounters’ he recalls here capture the essence of some of
the most interesting world leaders and thinkers of the past century
• including great thinkers such as Noam Chomsky, R. M. Hare and Gilbert
Ryle; acclaimed writers such as Graham Greene, David Lodge and Iris
Murdoch; leading politicians such as Roy Jenkins, Boris Johnson and
Harold Macmillan; world statesmen such as Bill Clinton, Nelson Mandela
and Margaret Thatcher
• major national publicity campaign and widespread review coverage
expected in both secular and religious media
SIR ANTHONY KENNY, FBA was born in Liverpool in 1931, and was
educated at Upholland College and the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome. From 1963 to 1989 he was at Balliol College, Oxford, first as
Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy, and then as Master. He later became
Warden of Rhodes House, President of the British Academy and of
the Royal Institute of Philosophy, and Chair of the Board of the British
Library. He is the author of over forty books on philosophy and history,
including OUP’s four-volume New History of Western Philosophy and The
Enlightenment: A Very Brief History (SPCK 2017).

ALSO BY ANTHONY KENNY:

978 0 281 07643 7

MEMOIRS [BM]
September | £19.99 | 978 0 281 07919 3 | Hardback | 224 pp
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The story of how Sean Stillman, a shy preacher’s son from Reading, started and led a long-term
outreach to the motorcycle gangs and street people of Swansea

GOD’S BIKER
Motorcycles and Misfits
Sean Stillman
Zac’s Place is a church in Swansea. It is a small chaotic community of
Jesus followers where the most fragile of life’s walking wounded try to
work out their faith, because they quite simply wouldn’t fit anywhere
else. It’s also the spiritual home for the local chapter of the motorcycle
club God’s Squad. Zac’s Place was founded in 1998 and for nearly twenty
years has been led by Sean Stillman – a “painfully shy, nervous preacher’s
kid” – whose front-line ministry, at Zac’s Place and on the road, has cost
him dearly, including physical beating. In Zac’s Place, chaos and disorder
sit alongside community and grace in an environment that sometimes
resembles an AA meeting mixed with a casualty department.
This is Sean’s personal story of a transformed faith alongside the broken,
the story of the church he started and the European-wide growth of an
unlikely bunch of biker missionaries. The thread that will run through it is
the ‘greater righteousness’ that Christ was looking for - what can happen
when our concern for the perfect performance is stripped bare and
replaced with poverty of spirit..
KEY SALES POINTS
• the story of a Christian minister of great courage and faith whose life
work has been to minister among the motorcycle gangs, addicts, misfits
and street people of Swansea
• Zac’s Place, the church Sean founded in Swansea, is one of the
inspirations behind the Fresh Expressions movement initiated by former
Archbishop Rowan Williams
SEAN STILLMAN works in Christian ministry primarily among those
many consider to be far removed from many church cultures. Much of
Sean’s work has been among fringe groups including biker communities
and associated groups, where he has operated in both a missional and a
chaplaincy role – a role which has been hard earned over many years and
many miles on the road.
His work has also given him opportunities of speaking in mission
gatherings, prisons and in a wide variety of mainstream churches
throughout the UK and overseas – including Australia, New Zealand,
Ukraine, Finland, Germany, USA and Holland. He was a regular
contributor at Spring Harvest for many years and has previously been
an associate of Youth for Christ and a supported missionary of Baptist
churches in his hometown of Reading and also Swansea. Aspects of his
work have been widely covered in the press over the years, including ‘The
Guardian’, ‘The Independent’, BBC1, CH4, Scottish TV, BBC Radio 4, BBC
Radio Wales and he has worked in conjunction with HTV on a TV series.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY: RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL [BGXA]
September | £12.99 | 978 0 281 07942 1 | Hardback | 256 pp
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A wide-ranging overview of the global history and development of Christian music, from the
very earliest psalms and hymns through to today’s Christian music industry

CHRISTIAN MUSIC
A Global History
Tim Dowley
Christian Music: A Global History was originally published by Lion Hudson
in 2011. This new edition has been substantially extended and updated.
Dr Tim Dowley’s wide-ranging survey includes contributions from nine
additional experts. The book covers the Jewish musical tradition; early
hymns and psalms; music after Constantine; the rise of music in the
Orthodox tradition; Christian chant and the core of medieval music;
polyphony in the medieval and Renaissance eras; music and the Lutheran
Reformation; the rise of Catholic Baroque; the development of Anglican
worship; Christian music in Latin America; the Viennese tradition of
liturgical and non-liturgical sacred music; sacred music in the age of
Romanticism; 19th-century hymns; the steadily developing tradition of
Christian music in Africa; sacred music and the concert hall; music and
The Salvation Army; the rise of carols; popular church music in the 20th
century; the making of the American Gospel tradition; Christian music in
SE Asia; musical traditions in Australia and New Zealand, and in the Pacific
Islands; Christian elements in the rise of folk and jazz; and the rise of the
contemporary Christian music industry.
KEY SALES POINTS
• authoritative
• comprehensive
• extended and updated
PRAISE:
‘Contains an impressive amount of information on a crucially important
subject, beautifully presented and accessibly written … the clarity of
presentation and ease of style ensure that the narrative is not swamped
by the many names and dates … such an ambitious and successful project
is to be commended.’ The Tablet
‘Seems to cover every aspect of Christian music, including medieval
polyphony, psalms, sacred music in the baroque, romantic and
contemporary periods, hymns, carols, gospel, camp meetings and revivals,
trombone ensembles of the Moravian Church, spirituals and the blues,
country music, folk music, jazz and Christian rock music.’ Classical
Music Magazine
DR TIM DOWLEY is a historian and a prolific author and editor of Bible
resources for adults and children. He has also written popular biographies
of J. S. Bach and Robert Schumann, a study of Bob Dylan and works on
the history of Christianity.

SACRED AND RELIGIOUS MUSIC [AVGD]
September | £14.99 | 978 0 281 07926 1 | Paperback | 336 pp
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52 readings, each with a scripture passage and prayer, from one of our most loved and respected
Christian leaders and speakers

A YEAR WITH ANDREW WHITE
52 Weekly Meditations
Andrew White
52 readings, each with a scripture passage and prayer, from one of our
most loved and respected Christian leaders and speakers. Each reading
contains a story, often startling and arresting, from Andrew’s astonishingly
eventful ministry, blended with his reflections on life and faith.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Andrew White is an immensely popular speaker, drawing considerable
crowds
• he is widely valued, even loved, and this new book allows his many fans
to spend a year in his company
• from early in 2018 Andrew will be presenting a weekly half-hour
meditation for TBN UK. TBN UK is now the largest Christian TV
network operating in the UK
THE REV CANON DR ANDREW WHITE was the vicar of St George’s
Church, Baghdad, the only Anglican church in Iraq, until his departure
for the sake of security, ordered in November 2014 by the Archbishop
of Canterbury. He has been dubbed the “Vicar of Baghdad”. He was
until 2016 President of the Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in
the Middle East (FRRME). He was previously Director of International
Ministry at the International Centre for Reconciliation at Coventry
Cathedral, England. He qualified and worked as an operating department
practitioner prior to becoming ordained.
At the age of 33 years he was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, a
condition which for many years affected his mobility and his speech.
He has been undergoing a new stem cell treatment for MS at a clinic in
Baghdad that utilizes his body’s own stem cells and he has said, “It had
completely transformed my life.”
Canon White was deeply involved in resolving the protracted siege at the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem in 2002. He became a close friend
of Yasser Arafat, and spoke at his funeral. He is constantly in demand as a
negotiator, and has saved hundreds of lives through his interventions.
He resigned from his position with FRRME in 2016 after the Charity
Commission instigated an investigation into payments to rescue sex
slaves from ISIS. He has strongly protested his innocence. He is now
working with displaced people in Jordan, helping to provide schooling and
medical care. In January 2017 he was awarded a DD by Liverpool Hope
University.

BIBLE READINGS, SELECTIONS AND MEDITATIONS [HRCG9]
October | £14.99 | 978 0 281 07947 6 | Hardback | 224 pp
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Through the year with Richard Rohr as he encourages us to drink deeply of God’s love

A SPRING WTIHIN US
A Book of Daily Meditations
Richard Rohr
‘The water I give will be a spring within you – welling up into infinite life.’
John 4.14
In these daily reflections, Richard Rohr invites us to rediscover the spring
hidden inside each one of us. He reminds us of our inherent belovedness
and God’s indwelling presence. Remembering who we truly are is a
gradual, lifelong journey: Fr Richard offers insights to ease the process and
lead us back to our Source.
Although each life moves at its own pace and in different ways, our
growth does follow a common sequence – from innocence, through
inevitable brokenness, to putting ourselves back together, through
ripening into union with self, God, the world, and others.
The author explores each stage, drawing from Scripture, Christian
mystics, non-dual teachers from various faiths, and wisdom from other
fields such as psychology, science, the Enneagram, and the Twelve Steps.
He is not teaching new concepts so much as framing them in a way that
resonates with our intuitive wisdom, the truth that our souls already
know.
Each week concludes with a unique invitation to contemplative practice.
Throughout the book, Fr Richard also calls us to compassionate action:
the spiritual journey is not merely for our own transformation, but for the
healing of the world.
RICHARD ROHR, OFM is a globally recognized ecumenical
teacher bearing witness to the universal awakening within Christian
mysticism and the Perennial Tradition. He is a Franciscan priest of
the New Mexico Province and founder of the Center for Action and
Contemplation in Albuquerque, New Mexico. His teaching is grounded
in the Franciscan alternative orthodoxy – practices of contemplation
and self-emptying, expressing itself in radical compassion, particularly
for the socially marginalized. He is the author of numerous books
including The Divine Dance, Breathing Under Water, Immortal Diamond
and Falling Upward (SPCK, 2016, 2016, 2013 and 2012 respectively)

KEY SALES POINTS
• beautifully presented hardback edition - an ideal gift
• a book to return to year after year, as our lives slowly ripen into
wholeness
• each of the 52 weeks has a specific theme, a reading for each day, and a
special Sabbath meditation
• Richard Rohr is one of the great spiritual writers of our time
• Fr Richard has a huge following in the UK across all denominations of
the church and outside - his daily meditation emails now go out to over
270,000 subscribers around the world
• The Divine Dance sold 30,000 copies in its first year of publication in the
UK alone - and the rate of sale appears to be increasing

ALSO BY RICHARD ROHR

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
October | £19.99 | 978 0 281 08021 2 | Hardback | 432 pp
978 0 281 07815 8

978 0 281 06891 3
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An inspirational and encouraging through-the-year devotional by Christian singer-songwriter
Philippa Hanna

DAILY FUEL FOR DREAMERS
A Year of Inspiration for the Life of 		
Your Dreams
Philippa Hanna
Over the course of a year, it can be hard to keep motivated through the
ups and downs, and it’s easy to lose sight of God amidst the pressures of
life and the busyness of work. Here, Philippa Hanna aims to be our guide
and greatest cheerleader, encouraging us, inspiring us and showing us
hope even when we might feel life is at its most challenging.
Filled with thoughts, anecdotes, insights and prayers, Philippa draws on
her own story and walk of faith to offer advice and encouragement
for her readers. She writes that this devotional is for “anyone seeking
strength to fight the good fight in their daily lives”, whether this means
pursuing a career dream, standing up against the perfectionist culture of
social media, dealing with mental health issues, facing fear, or anything else.
KEY SALES POINTS
• her last book Following The Breadcrumbs (2013, Authentic Media) has
sold over 5000 copies and, according to Resound Media, this book has
the potential to sell more copies due to its broader appeal and the
increased infrastructure around her now
• her social media following is substantial, with over 40,000 followers
across her social media channels and she will be presenting short videos
based on the book’s content for TBN UK/Europe/Africa in the New
Year (dates TBC), alongside releasing 365 inspirational daily videos on
YouTube, starting in January
• Philippa has opened tours for Lionel Richie, Leona Lewis, Little Mix, Wet
Wet Wet and Anastacia and she’s currently opening a 29 date tour for
Britain’s Got Talent winner Collabro
• she is a brilliant self-promoter and we could expect to shift a great deal
of copies of the book in places where she is performing
• she has released four albums, with her third album receiving extensive
airplay, most notably from BBC Radio 2, and further reaching number 2
on the Official Christian & Gospel Albums Chart
• she has also appeared on Songs of Praise on several occasions
PHILIPPA HANNA is an internationally renowned singer/songwriter
within the Contemporary Christian music and the UK country/pop scene.
She has released four albums, her third album reaching number 2 on the
Official Christian & Gospel Albums Chart and is currently crowdfunding
her latest album, Come Back Fighting. She is the author of Following The
Breadcrumbs (2013, Authentic Media).

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
October | £14.99 | 978 0 281 07997 1 | Hardback | 384 pp
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A biblical, historical and theological investigation into the tendency of literary images to either
enlighten or mislead, and how we can learn to distinguish between the two

THE POWER OF PICTURES
Investigating the Function of Images and
Metaphors in Christian Thought
Anthony C. Thiselton
Part One considers key philosophical and aesthetic evaluations of literary
images and symbols. The power of pictures is widely appreciated, as in
the adage ‘a picture is worth a thousand words’. Sometimes Christian
discourse can be smothered by endless prose, which demands much
inferential reasoning. There is, however, a contrary argument. An isolated
visual representation can be misleading if it is improperly interpreted. For
example, some mystical visions are interpreted as direct instructions from
the Holy Spirit, as happened with the Radical Reformers, who advocated
the Peasants’ Revolt. Hence theories of symbol, metaphor, and visual
representation must be examined
Part Two discusses visual representation in the Old Testament, the
teaching of Jesus, pictures and analogies in Paul, and the Book of
Revelation. This shows the range of authentic visual representations.
In contrast to biblical material, we find throughout Christian history
abundant examples of misleading imagery which is often passed off as
Christian. A notorious example is found in the visual representation
and metaphors used by Gnostic writers. Almost as bad are some visual
representations used by the medieval mystics, Radical Reformers, and
extreme charismatics – all of which lack valid criteria of interpretation,
relying instead on subjective conviction. Similarly, sermons and prayers
today can be enriched with pictorial images, but some can be misleading
and unhelpful for the life of the Church.

ALSO BY ANTHONY C. THISELTON

KEY SALES POINTS
• the first substantial book by a leading Christian philosopher to
examine the power of pictures in Christian thought - from biblical
times to the present
• full of fascinating case studies on the use and abuse of imagery in
the Bible, in the history of Christian thought, and in preaching and
prayer today
• written by one of the worlds most eminent and widely respected
Evangelical theologians
• author of the Reference Book of the Year at the 2016 CRT Awards
• described by Rowan Williams as ‘one of the most sophisticated and
creative minds’
ANTHONY C. THISELTON is Emeritus Professor of Christian
Theology at the University of Nottingham. His recent publications include
Approaching Philosophy of Religion (2017), Approaching the Study of Theology
(2017) and Discovering Romans (2016), all published by SPCK.

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY [HRCM]
October | £30 | 978 0 281 07886 8 | Paperback | 272 pp
978 0 281 07759 5

978 0 281 07676 5
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Short, accessible introductions looking at the history and legacy of people, movements and ideas
that have shaped the world and how we understand it

WILLIAM TYNDALE

THOMAS MORE

A Very Brief History
Melvyn Bragg

A Very Brief History
John Guy

Within four years of William Tyndale’s execution in 1536, Henry
VIII had authorised the Great Bible for the Church of England,
based on Tyndale’s work to create an English translation of the
Bible that was accessible for everyone to read. This Tyndale Bible,
as it became known, was key in the spread of Reformation ideas
across the English-speaking world, and its legacy can still be felt in
translations of the Bible today.

Thomas More has long been considered one of the most
significant figures in English history, claimed by various people
as both hero and villain for the events that led to his execution
for refusing to recognising Henry VIII as head of the Church in
England.

But who was William Tyndale? What inspired his great endeavour,
and how did the work of a condemned heretic become so
influential? Writer and broadcaster Melvyn Bragg invites you to
explore the life and times of William Tyndale, how his legacy was
formed and why it has lasted until the twenty-first century.

In this fresh assessment of More’s life and legacy, John Guy
considers the factors that have given rise to such claims
concerning More’s significance. Who was the real Thomas More?
Was he the saintly, self-possessed hero of conscience of Robert
Bolt’s A Man for All Seasons or was he the fanatical, heretic-hunting
torturer of Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall? And why does this man
continue to fascinate, inspire and provoke us today?

MELYVN BRAGG is a writer and broadcaster. His novels include
The Hired Man, for which he won the Time/Life Silver Pen Award
and A Son of War and Crossing the Lines, both of which were longlisted for the Man Booker Prize. He has also written several works
of non-fiction, including The Book of Books, The Adventure of English
and 12 Books that Changed the World.

JOHN GUY is a Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge. Among
his many critically acclaimed books is My Heart Is My Own: The
life of Mary Queen of Scots (Harper, 2004) winner of the 2004
Whitbread Biography Award and the Marsh Biography Award,
and The Tudors: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press,
2nd edn, 2013).

EARLY MODERN HISTORY: C. 1450/1500 TO C.1700 [HBLH]
October | £7.99 | 978 0 281 07714 4 | Paperback | 128 pp

EARLY MODERN HISTORY: C. 1450/1500 TO C.1700 [HBLH]
October | £7.99 | 978 0 281 07617 8 | Paperback | 128 pp
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A concise historical introduction to Johann Sebastian Bach and his continuing influence on the
world and how we see it

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
A Very Brief History
Andrew Gant
Johann Sebastian Bach is today considered one of the greatest musicians
ever to have lived, and his compositions are known throughout the
world. Yet, despite being successful during his lifetime, after his death
Bach’s compositions initially declined in popularity until a nineteenth
century revival.
In this brief historical introduction Andrew Gant explores the social,
political and religious factors that formed the original context of his life
and work and considers how these factions affected the way in which
Back’s music was initially received.
He then goes on to explore the intellectual and cultural afterlife of Bach,
and the ways in which his music has been revived and the interpreted by
later generations to answer the questions: why is Bach still considered
important today? And what aspects of his legacy are likely to continue to
influence the world in the future?
KEY SALES POINTS
• the latest in the growing Very Brief History series
• concise, going straight to the heart of the subject
• relevant, focusing on why the Bach matters now as well as then
• comprehensive, covering religious as well as other cultural factors
• authoritative, written by world expert
ANDREW GANT is a lecturer at St Peter’s College, University of
Oxford. A church musician, author, singer and composer, he was the
organist, choirmaster, and composer at Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal from
2000 to 2013. He is the author of Christmas Carols: From Village Green
to Church Choir (Profile Books, 2014), O Sing Unto the Lord: A History of
English Church Music (Profile Books, 2015), Music: Ideas in Profile (Profile
books, 2017) and a major study of Handel’s ‘Messiah’ (Bodleian Press,
forthcoming).

RELATED TITLES

BAROQUE MUSIC (C.1600 TO C.1750) [ABGC3]
October | £12.99 | 978 0 281 07957 5 | Hardback | 144 pp
978 0 281 07737 3

978 0 281 07713 7
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Why do religions matter so much to so many people? Why do some believe that their faith
requires them to kill or even terrorise others? Do religions do more harm than good?

RELIGION HURTS
Why Do Differences Lead to Conflict?
John Bowker
The world contains a bewildering variety of religions, and an equally
bewildering variety of practices and beliefs within them.
Why did they develop and become so widespread? Why do religions
matter so much to so many people? Why do some believe that their faith
requires them to kill or even terrorise others? Do religions do more harm
than good?
This is a book for those who ask such questions. Some of the answers
we hear today seem totally uncritical of religions while others dismiss
religions as inherently toxic and destructive.
John Bowker, one of the world’s most distinguished scholars of religion,
delivers a timely analysis of the issues. He shows how recent research,
particularly in the neurosciences, genetics and evolution, throws new light
on what religions are and on what part they have played in human life and
history. His explanation of why religions have been a force for both good
and evil is of vital importance for those trying to understand the politics
of the modern world.
KEY SALES POINTS
• John Bowker is a leading theologian, and a world expert in the study of
religion and politics
• draws on the latest research in neuroscience, genetics and evolution
• will encourage believers and non-believers alike to gain a better
understanding of religions and of each other
• will also encourage a more informed and realistic response to the
terrifying problems generated by today’s religious extremists
JOHN BOWKER is Emeritus Professor at Gresham College, London. He
has taught Religious Studies at the universities of Cambridge, Lancaster
and Pennsylvania, and at North Carolina State University. He has been a
consultant for UNESCO as well as a BBC broadcaster. He is the author
or editor of more than forty books including The Oxford Dictionary of
World Religions (OUP, 1997), Is God a Virus? Genes, Culture and Religion
(SPCK, 1995), The Meanings of Death (CUP, 2008, winner of the
HarperCollins Prize), What Muslims Believe (Oneworld, 2009), God: A Very
Short Introduction (OUP, 2014), Beliefs that Changed the World (Quercus,
2015) and Why Religions Matter (CUP, 2015).

RELIGION: GENERAL [HRA]
October | £14.99 | 978 0 281 08016 8 | Hardback | 176 pp
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The moving biography of a frail woman with a heart for the lost children of Africa

THEY CALLED US LOVE
The Story of April Holden and Africa’s Street
Children
Deborah Meroff
April Holden comes from St Helens, Merseyside. As a child she suffered
from persistent ill health, and was both physically and emotionally fragile.
Coming to faith in her teens, she became convinced that God was calling
her to work with street children in Africa. While at university she applied
to Africa Inland Mission, but they rejected her because of her chronic
health problems. She then trained as a teacher, and during this period
became filled with the Holy Spirit.
In due course she was accepted by Operation Mobilisation, who sent her
initially to Egypt for training. While there she had an opportunity to move
to Sudan, where the needs of the street boys were most acute: many
had been traumatized by war, or were the offspring of sex workers, or
had fled abuse. She opened a series of centres, despite ongoing infirmity
caused by arthritis in her spine and frequent, severe muscle spasms.
When the Americans invaded Iraq in 2003 the Sudanese reacted angrily,
attacking anyone who looked American. One day, faced with an angry
mob, April was protected in her car by four large men who held the
crowd at bay while she escaped to a nearby compound: the following day
she looked for them to thank them, but the manager of the compound
assured her he had been alone.

DEBORAH MEROFF earned BA and MLS degrees before working in
several libraries and authoring her first books: Coronation of Glory; The
Story of Lady Jane Grey, and Captain, My Captain. She then went to sea
with OM Ships, serving as press officer for several years and eventually
serving on 4 different vessels. After shipwrecking at the bottom of South
America she returned to land and made her base in London, continuing
to travel to over 100 countries and authoring countless articles and
further books as a journalist and photographer. She most enjoys writing
about the unsung heroes she has met and places she has visited, and
never tires of going back to the sea for inspiration. She now lives in Maine.

After harrowing experiences during the separation of North and
South Sudan in 2011 she returned to Britain, emotionally and physically
exhausted, and OM insisted she took a sabbatical: within months however
she was back in action, this time from a base in Zambia, where she
continues to train workers from surrounding countries. Her team has also
begun to train professionals like police officers who are already working
with vulnerable children. Her passion is to prepare missionaries to serve
as facilitators alongside African churches and communities, mobilising and
equipping them to work with homeless children and youth in a godly,
professional and sustainable manner. She continues to work tirelessly to
this end.
KEY SALES POINTS
• steady demand both in UK and export markets for strong missionary
biographies
• moving story of a woman who refused to let her own frailties get in
the way of what she saw was necessary (reminiscent of Gladys Aylward)

BIOGRAPHY: RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL [BGX]
October | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07906 3 | Paperback | 256 pp
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Through the year with Richard Rohr as he encourages us to drink deeply of God’s love

A SPRING WITHIN US
A Book of Daily Meditations
Richard Rohr
‘The water I give will be a spring within you – welling up into infinite life.’
John 4.14
In these daily reflections, Richard Rohr invites us to rediscover the spring
hidden inside each one of us. He reminds us of our inherent belovedness
and God’s indwelling presence. Remembering who we truly are is a
gradual, lifelong journey: Fr Richard offers insights to ease the process and
lead us back to our Source.
Although each life moves at its own pace and in different ways, our
growth does follow a common sequence – from innocence, through
inevitable brokenness, to putting ourselves back together, through
ripening into union with self, God, the world, and others.
The author explores each stage, drawing from Scripture, Christian
mystics, non-dual teachers from various faiths, and wisdom from other
fields such as psychology, science, the Enneagram, and the Twelve Steps.
He is not teaching new concepts so much as framing them in a way
that resonates with our intuitive wisdom, the truth that our souls
already know.
Each week concludes with a unique invitation to contemplative practice.
Throughout the book, Fr Richard also calls us to compassionate action:
the spiritual journey is not merely for our own transformation, but for the
healing of the world.
RICHARD ROHR, OFM is a globally recognized ecumenical teacher
bearing witness to the universal awakening within Christian mysticism
and the Perennial Tradition. He is a Franciscan priest of the New Mexico
Province and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. His teaching is grounded in the Franciscan
alternative orthodoxy – practices of contemplation and self-emptying,
expressing itself in radical compassion, particularly for the socially
marginalized. He is the author of numerous books including The Divine
Dance, Breathing Under Water, Immortal Diamond and Falling Upward
(SPCK, 2016, 2016, 2013 and 2012 respectively).

ALSO BY RICHARD ROHR

978 0 281 06891 3
2

978 0 281 07017 6

978 0 281 07512 6

KEY SALES POINTS
• Beautifully presented hardback edition - an ideal gift
• A book to return to year after year, as our lives slowly ripen
into wholeness
• Each of the 52 weeks has a specific theme, a reading for each day, and a
special Sabbath meditation
• Richard Rohr is one of the great spiritual writers of our time
• He has a huge following in the UK across all denominations of the
church and outside
• His Daily Meditation emails now go out to over 270,000 inboxes (and
many more readers) around the world
• The Divine Dance sold 30,000 copies in its first year of publication in the
UK alone - and the rate of sale appears to be increasing

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
October | £19.99 | 978 0 281 08021 2 | Hardback | 432pp

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2019

RECONCILIATION
Muthuraj Swamy
Global in scope, but focusing right down on the role of ordinary people
in conflict and violence, Reconciliation explores both the positives of
multiculturalism and the challenges of accepting difference.
The book issues a vibrant call to the church to maintain and strengthen
relationships locally, amongst members, clergy and laity; to cross borders
to build relationships between different denominations, and to maintain
open attitudes towards our neighbours from other religions and
ideologies. 40 biblically-based meditations, with questions for reflection,
are offered for use at weekly gatherings or for everyday devotion during
Lent, on topics including Impediments to reconciliation, Risking the self,
Humility, and Radical openness to the other.
KEY SALES POINTS
• The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for 2019.
• The author has rich cross-cultural experience in theological education,
world Christianity, interfaith engagement and church involvement.
• He has published widely and is the author of the recent book The
Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in HinduChristian-Muslim Relationships (Bloomsbury, 2016).
DR MUTHURAJ SWAMY is a Research Fellow at St John’s College,
Durham and Dean of Faculty of Theology in the Union Biblical Seminary,
Pune, India. He is the General Editor of the Mission Theology in the
Anglican Communion series to be published by SPCK and the author
of The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in
Hindu-Christian-Muslim Relationships (Bloomsbury, 2016), as well as several
articles in international journals. Muthuraj has also been involved with
interreligious organisations in India for several years, promoting national
dialogue and peace building programs..

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08008 3 | Paperback | 144pp
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An introduction to prayer and the spiritual life in the tradition of Ignatius Loyola.

THE WAY OF IGNATIUS
A Prayer Journey through Lent
Gemma Simmonds
A deep prayer life is not just something for mystics or religious specialists.
It’s for everyone, and everyone has a capacity for it. There is a great thirst
for spiritual depth among Christians and seekers.
This is a popular introduction to prayer and the spiritual life – a guide
for Lent and the rest of the year – in the tradition of Ignatius Loyola.
Simmonds also explores Ignatian influence on the life of the seventeenthcentury Yorkshire woman, Mary Ward.
The Ignatian tradition is hugely adaptable to different approaches. At its
heart is personal encounter with Jesus, so The Way of Ignatius will help
people to pray with the Scriptures in an imaginative way. It includes
questions to aid reflection and discussion at the end of each chapter, and
also looks at the way in which the Passion and resurrection of Jesus are
woven into the patterns of human life.
KEY SALES POINTS
• To help readers to realize that prayer is for everyone and to identify
their own capacity for prayer
• To enable them to understand that they can make good life choices and
decisions by getting in touch with their own deep desires
• To assist them in developing a confident relationship with God in their
daily lives and reality
DR GEMMA SIMMONDS is Senior Lecturer in Pastoral and Social
Studies and Theology at Heythrop College, University of London, where
she teaches Ignatian spirituality. A sister of the Congregation of Jesus,
she has worked in teaching and in university and prison chaplaincy and
done missionary work among women and street children in Brazil. She
has been a spiritual director and retreat-giver since the 1990s and is a
renowned international speaker and a regular broadcaster on religious
programmes.

RELATED TITLES:

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
November | £8.99 | 978 0 281 07531 7 | Paperback | 108 pp
978 0 281 07529 4
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Is it possible to respond to the adversities of life by becoming stronger, wiser and more loving?

THE RESILIENT DISCIPLE
A Lenten Journey from Adversity to Maturity
Justine Allain-Chapman
The art of kintsugi (‘repairing with gold’) not only restores cracked
objects but makes them even more beautiful than before.
Alone on an 8-day retreat in the Egyptian desert, Justine Allain Chapman
experienced first-hand the physical, spiritual and mental struggle many
have endured before her. Our own desert experience may involve
attending to challenges that come upon us suddenly – such as an illness
or bereavement – or to difficult relationships or patterns of thinking that
have long been draining us of life and joy.
A Lenten pilgrimage is testing. We have to search within ourselves for
answers which lie hidden, to draw on each other’s strengths, to reflect
deeply and to trust that we will be enabled to integrate our many
experiences. But there is a ‘bright flame before us, a guiding star above’.
And the God, who always calls us to love beyond ourselves, offers
tender healing for our brokenness, longing that we may be consoled and
renewed.
This vividly written book includes wide ranging prayers and scripture
readings, along with guides to using the material with groups and in
preaching and worship.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Takes us on a course on developing Christian resilience as we journey
through Lent
• Helps the reader put tried and tested ideas into practice in their own
lives
• ‘Resilience’ and ‘discipleship’ are hot topics in contemporary popular
psychology and in church life respectively
• Author is a sought-after speaker on this topic
PRAISE FOR RESILIENT PASTORS (2012):
‘Pragmatic and compassionate . . . I wish I had read this book years ago.’
The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Church Times

ALSO BY JUSTINE ALLAIN-CHAPMAN:

THE VENERABLE JUSTINE ALLAIN-CHAPMAN is Archdeacon
of Boston, Lincs. She was previously Vice-Principal of the South-East
Institute of Theological Education and a vicar in Clapham, South London.
She is a regular conference and retreat speaker on the topic of reslience
and Christian discipleship. Her first book, Resilient Pastors, was based on
her doctoral research on the subject of reslience in Christian ministry.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07853 0 | Paperback | 176 pp
978 0 281 06383 3
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What does it feel like to have dementia, and what can help?

DEMENTIA FROM THE INSIDE
A Doctor’s Personal Journey of Hope
Dr Jennifer Bute with Louise Morse
Jennifer Bute was a highly qualified senior doctor in a large clinical
practice, whose patients included those with dementia. Then she began
to notice symptoms in herself. She was finally given a diagnosis of Young
Onset Dementia in 2009.
Jennifer believes that her dementia is an opportunity as well as a
challenge. When she resigned as a GP, she resolved to explore what
could be done to slow the progress of dementia, and to help people
living with it. Inspired by the work of neuroscientist Professor Kawashima
that showed significant cognitive recovery in patients with dementia, she
adopted the principles of his approach and has produced materials for the
‘Japanese Memory Groups’ that she runs in the dementia inclusive village
where she now lives.
Jennifer is in demand as a speaker, both in secular and Christian settings.
Her important insights are that the person remains and can be reached
even when masked by the condition, and that spirituality rises as cognition
becomes limited.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Dr Jennifer Bute is in considerable demand as a speaker, and has been
the subject of a number of features in the press and the electronic
media. She is comfortable with being interviewed.
• Louise Morse is a distinguished and successful author, in constant
demand as a speaker in the fields of dementia, ageing and care of 		
the elderly.
DR JENNIFER BUTE is a distinguished former General Practitioner, and
a Fellow of the Royal College of General Practitioners. In 2009 she was
diagnosed with early-onset dementia, and has since then tracked the
progress of her condition, speaking frequently in public and gaining a wide
following.
LOUISE MORSE is a cognitive behavioural therapist and researches and
writes about dementia and people living with it. She is author of many
books including Dementia: Frank and Linda’s Story.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY: RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL [BGXA]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08069 4 | Paperback | 192 pp
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The story of how Tom Cochrane, a Scottish missionary doctor, struggled to bring the benefits of
modern scientific medicine to the vast Chinese Empire.

THOMAS COCHRANE AND
THE DRAGON THRONE
Fighting Disease, Distrust and Murderous
Rebellion in Imperial China
Andrew E. Adam
In 1897 Tom Cochrane, a young, newly-qualified Scottish medical
missionary, arrived with his wife in Chaoyang, Inner Mongolia. For three
years he laboured single-handed in a mud-floored dispensary, quickly
realising his work was a drop in a sea of suffering. He became seized by
the vision of a Western medical college and teaching hospital in Peking.
In 1900 the Boxer Rebellion began. Rebels roamed the countryside. Their
cry was: ‘Kill the foreigners! Kill them before breakfast!’ Over 30,000
converts were butchered in months, with hundreds of missionaries.
The Cochranes escaped with their three young sons, but by 1901 Tom
was back. In Peking he practised from mule stables amongst beggars
and lepers. A powerful nobleman befriended him, and in 1903 his
intervention brought a major cholera epidemic under control. The
Imperial Grand Eunuch, right-hand man of the feared Empress Dowager,
helped Tom to petition the Dragon Throne and obtain a substantial grant
for his college.
In 1906 he established the Peking Union Medical College. Today it stands
in Beijing, prestigious and respected. Its origins forgotten, it remains one
of countless seeds Christians planted in China.
KEY SALES POINTS
• A fascinating biography full of ingenuity, courage and compassion.
• Thomas Cochrane was a key figure in the development of modern
Chinese medicine
• No other biography exists of this remarkable man.
• Andrew Adam’s account of the life of his grandmother’s second
husband draws upon Thomas Cochrane’s papers, which the author
inherited. He knew Cochrane personally.
ANDREW E. ADAM read history at Oxford, began as a journalist,
changed horses in his mid-twenties and paid his way through medical
school by “an unholy mixture” of freelance writing, male modelling and
cabaret. He joined the RAF as a medical officer, saw the world with
his family and finished his medical career as a consultant pathologist in
Somerset. Thomas Cochrane was his maternal grandmother’s second
husband and an important figure in Andy’s life; he died in 1953 when
Andy was fourteen. His life as a medical missionary in Imperial China
fascinated Andy even before he inherited his papers.

BIOGRAPHY: SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND MEDICINE [BGT]
November | £10.99 | 978 0 281 08036 6 | Paperback | 224 pp
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Call the Midwife compellingly transposed from the East End of London to the Borneo jungle

MIDWIFE OF BORNEO
The True Story of a Geordie Pioneer
Wendy Grey Rogerson and Barbara Fox
Newcastle 1959. Wendy Grey, a young district nurse, responds
to a call for aid from Christians in one of the remotest corners of
the world. Officially, she is employed as a health worker running a
dispensary as part of the Anglican mission in Tongud, North East
Borneo. However, as the only medical practitioner in the region apart from local witchdoctors - she is obliged to carry out every
procedure her patients require, or watch people die.
And so Wendy finds herself diagnosing diseases, performing
operations (acting as both anaesthetist and surgeon) delivering
babies and extracting teeth. When news reaches her of patients
too sick to come to the dispensary, she undergoes long and
arduous journeys, often travelling for hundreds of miles through
the jungle in a dug-out canoe to reach them.
Back home, supporters are uplifted by Wendy’s selfless, cheerful
ministry, horrified by her accounts of close encounters with
snakes and crocodiles, and stirred by her courage in the face of
hitherto unimaginable challenges.
The young woman in Borneo is on the prayer list of every church
in North East England.

WENDY GREY ROGERSON, a district nurse, undertook pioneering
work in Borneo under the auspices of SPG (now USPG) in the late 1950s
and early 1960s. Shortly after returning to Newcastle, she married and
had a family. Wendy and her husband still live in North East England.
BARBARA FOX grew up in Newcastle then moved to London where
she worked as a journalist for the Radio Times and the Telegraph
newspapers. She is the author of Is the Vicar in, Pet? (Sphere, 2014), When
the War Is Over (Sphere, 2016), co-author of Bedpans and Bobby Socks
(Sphere, 2011 - featured on Woman’s Hour), and editor of Eve’s War by
Evelyn Shillington (Sphere, 2017).

KEY SALES POINTS
• Based on Wendy’s vividly detailed diaries, her many letters and the
extensive newspaper coverage generated during her three-year mission.
• Narrated as a story by Barbara Fox, author of several well-received
memoir-style books, published by Sphere.
• As well as being of great human and anthropological interest, medics
would find Wendy’s accounts fascinating as she describes in detail the
drugs and dosages she administers to patients.
• Time at the mission station is interspersed with holiday visits to the nuns
in Sandakan and socializing with the North Borneo governor and his
wife - shopping, films and parties.
• With a heartwarming ending . . . on returning home, Wendy meets a
young curate and within five weeks is engaged to be married.
• And postscript: when Wendy travelled to Borneo in 2003, many people
made long journeys by foot to see her and gave her a wonderful
reception. There are still Borneo reunions today.
• Wendy went to Borneo under the auspices of SPG (now USPG), sister
society of SPCK

BIOGRAPHY AND TRUE STORIES [B]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08030 4 | Paperback | 256 pp
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Brilliantly reveals how our lives can be enriched by engaging with the great Christian festivals

FIVE EVENTS THAT
MADE CHRISTIANITY
Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension
and Pentecost
John Pritchard
‘Jesus was a pest to the Romans and a threat to the religious leadership,so
they hung him out like so much refuse. Little did they realize that itwas
like trying to put out a fire with petrol. The whole world exploded.’
With characteristic style, John Pritchard takes us on pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, as he unpacks the five great events that made Christianity –
Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension and Pentecost. We explore:
‘What happened?’
‘What did it mean?’
‘What does it mean for us?’
Absorbing, immediate and full of stories, this volume offers deeply
considered theology, brilliantly communicated to connect with life as we
actually experience it.
KEY SALES POINTS
• John Pritchard is one of our bestselling authors - sales of his titles
exceed 130,000 copies
• We assume these central events are well understood, at least in the
Christian community, but they are not
• As John writes, ‘Christmas is a consumerist bonanza; over 50% of the
UK population don’t know what happened on Good Friday and Easter
Day; the Ascension is a foreign country and Pentecost is bizarre’
• This book makes the core beliefs of the faith interesting, understandable
and applicable
• Each chapter starts by visiting the actual place involved, in order to
convey the event vividly and anchor it in our reality
• Includes a study guide
PRAISE FOR JOHN PRITCHARD:
‘Unusually honest . . . superbly well focused.’ Rowan Williams on God
Lost and Found
ALSO BY JOHN PRITCHARD:

‘A very good book by a very exceptional leader . . . takes one back to the
face of Christ and the realities of Christian discipleshi.’ Justin Welby on
Living Faithfully

THE RT REVD JOHN PRITCHARD is a retired Bishop of Oxford. He
was Bishop of Jarrow and, before that, Archdeacon of Canterbury. He
has written many books for SPCK.

978 0 281 07352 8

978 0 281 06352 9

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 07806 6 | Paperback | 160 pp
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Leading scholars from around the world engage with key facets of N T Wright’s most
important work

ONE GOD, ONE PEOPLE,
ONE FUTURE
Essays in Honour of N. T. Wright
Eds John Anthony Dunne and Eric Lewellen
World-class scholars, including Richard Haye, Richard Bauckham,
James Dunn, Michael Gorman, David Horrell, Edith Humphrey, Bruce
Longenecker, Oliver O’ Donovan and Ben Witherington focus on N. T.
Wright’s contribution to New Testament theology and interpretation
over the past four decades.
The structure is three-fold, corresponding to the three areas of classic
Jewish theology that Wright views as starting points for discerning
the shape of New Testament theology: monotheism, election, and
eschatology.
Working within these broad categories the contributors critically engage
with Wright’s work from both biblical and theological perspectives.
KEY SALES POINTS
• N. T. Wright is widely regarded as the most exciting and influential
biblical scholar in the world today
• This book enables readers to gain a deeper appreciation of key areas
of scholarly debate, and of Wright’s distinctive contribution to our
present understanding
• Contributions from world-class biblical scholars and theologians
JOHN ANTHONY DUNNE is Assistant Professor of New Testament
at Bethel Seminary.
ERIC LEWELLEN is Agency Engagement Specialist for the Evangelical
Alliance Mission in the USA.

BIBICAL STUDIES AND EXEGESIS [HRCG]
November | £75.00 | 978 0 281 07578 2 | Hardback | 608 pp
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A collection of teachings from Vineyard’s National The Cause to Live For 20s - 30s conference

THE CAUSE TO LIVE FOR
Building a Legacy Bigger than Youth
Vineyard Churches UK and Ireland
An edited collection of teachings from Vineyard’s National 20s-30s
conference, The Cause to Live For. This book offers readers a chance to
delve and dwell deeper in the incredible teaching offered at CTLF over
the years, inspiring and equipping a young generation in the countercultural ministry of the kingdom today.
Contributers:
John and Debby Wright – National Directors of Vineyard Churches UK &
Ireland, leaders of Trent Vineyard Church in Nottingham
Jen Rankine – Pastor of Cardiff Vineyard and Leader of CTLF
Andy Smith – Worship Leader and Leader at Ivy Church
Chuck Freeland – Pastor at City Church Aberdeen
Ben Cooley – CEO and co-founder of Hope for Justice and author of
Impossible is a Dare
Jay Pathak – Pastor at Denver Vineyard
Martin Smith – Worship Leader and Delirious front man
Miriam Swaffield – Fusion
Dave Miller – Worship Leader at Trent Vineyard church
KEY SALES POINTS
• Vineyard has an estimated 30,000 - 50,000 church members nationwide
(20,000 core members attending almost every Sunday)
• Launch and promotion at CTLF festival - hundreds of target market
there, can then recommend to a friend (900 delegates and growing)
• Contributors span a range of networks where this content will sell
• Vineyard UK&I will promote online, through app, and newsletters
• One of the first books to boast the teaching of the ever-growing
Vineyard movement
• Allows people who could not attend CTLF/ people who did to spend
more time digesting the amazing teaching
•
RELATED TITLES:

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
November | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08071 7 | Paperback | 160pp
978 0 281 07884 4
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52 extended reflections on life and faith from the perspective of a man of great faith and
courage who lives in constant danger

A YEAR WITH ANDREW WHITE
52 Weekly Meditations
Andrew White
52 readings, each with a scripture passage and prayer, from one of our
most loved and respected Christian leaders and speakers. Each reading
contains a story, often startling and arresting, from Andrew’s astonishingly
eventful ministry, blended with his reflections on life and faith.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Andrew White is an immensely popular speaker, drawing considerable
crowds
• he is widely valued, even loved, and this new book allows his many fans
to spend a year in his company
• from early in 2018 Andrew will be presenting a weekly half-hour
meditation for TBN UK. TBN UK is now the largest Christian TV
network operating in the UK
THE REV CANON DR ANDREW WHITE was the vicar of St George’s
Church, Baghdad, the only Anglican church in Iraq, until his departure
for the sake of security, ordered in November 2014 by the Archbishop
of Canterbury. He has been dubbed the “Vicar of Baghdad”. He was
until 2016 President of the Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in
the Middle East (FRRME). He was previously Director of International
Ministry at the International Centre for Reconciliation at Coventry
Cathedral, England. He qualified and worked as an operating department
practitioner prior to becoming ordained.
At the age of 33 years he was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, a
condition which for many years affected his mobility and his speech.
He has been undergoing a new stem cell treatment for MS at a clinic in
Baghdad that utilizes his body’s own stem cells and he has said, “It has
completely transformed my life.”
Canon White was deeply involved in resolving the protracted siege at the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem in 2002. He became a close friend
of Yasser Arafat, and spoke at his funeral. He is constantly in demand as a
negotiator, and has saved hundreds of lives through his interventions.
He is now working with displaced people in Jordan, helping to provide
schooling and medical care. In January 2017 he was awarded a DD by
Liverpool Hope University.

BIBLE READINGS, SELECTIONS AND MEDITATIONS [HRCG9]
November | £14.99 | 978 0 281 07947 6 | Hardback | 224 pp
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A funny, informative book that gives the reader an insight into how comedy works and reveals
why it’s so easy to get wrong

GOOD SENSE OF HUMOUR
Or Why Jokes So Often Go Horribly Wrong
James Cary
Every few weeks a politician, pundit or soap star causes a media storm
by making a gaffe or tweeting a joke that some people do not find funny.
Comedy is very hard to get right and yet we think it’s important to have a
sense of humour and not take yourself too seriously. On the other hand,
a sense of humour failure can lead to losing your friends, your twitter
account, your job, your career and, in some cases, your life.
James Cary knows about this. He is a sitcom writer who’s written jokes
about bomb disposal in Afghanistan (Bluestone 42), defended comments
about Islam by Ben Elton on Newsnight, been on a panel with radical
Muslim cleric Anjem Choudary, sits on the General Synod of the Church
of England and somehow managed to co-write episodes of Miranda. An
odd mix, but one that makes him very readable. This entertaining, breezy
book, explains how comedy works (with jokes and quotes) and gives
much-needed insights into the controversy surrounding humour.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Comedy is sacred - it’s woven through the Bible
• The author has rare first-hand experience of writing comedy for the
BBC - and has a degree in theology
• He former actor and comedian, Barry Cooper (co-writer of Christianity
Explored) do a weekly podcast called Cooper and Cary Have Words
• An intelligent, readable gift/stocking filler for men who like comedy
• Diagrams and cartoons by Rich Wyld, author of The World According to
TheologyGrams (tbc)
JAMES CARY is a BBC sitcom-writer (Miranda, Bluestone 42, Another
Case of Milton Jones) and theologian. He’s also a member of the General
Synod for the Church of England, and has spent a lot of his life watching
jokes (some of them his own) go horribly wrong.
He runs a touring theatre company and performs. In 2017 he produced
a 64-date tour of the UK of a show about Martin Luther and 95 Theses,
called A Monk’s Tale, which ran for two weeks at the Edinburgh Fringe.

HUMOUR [WH]
January | £8.99 | 978 0 281 08092 2 | Paperback | 160 pp
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Little books of guidance that let you grasp the essentials in less than an hour!

WHO NEEDS FORGIVNESS?
A Little Book of Guidance
Lucy Winkett

DOES RELIGION DO MORE
HARM THAN GOOD?
A Little Book of Guidance
Rupert Shortt

Forgiveness is a basic human need. It is also a crucial element in the
teaching of Jesus about how we should relate to God and to each other.
But how does it work?

History is scattered with accounts of wars and atrocities apparently
inspired by religion, and today we seem to hear daily reports of violence
carried out in the name of God.

Lucy Winkett explores the dynamics of forgiveness, and looks at how
faith can help us deal with issues of guilt, confession, repentance and
reconciliation, and our ultimate need to find peace both with God and
with those around us.

But is it really belief in God that motivates these evils? Or do they spring
from other motives? Is it true that ‘religion poisons everything’? Or is it
simply that there is good religion and there is bad religion, and that we
just need to learn the difference?

LUCY WINKETT is Rector of St James’s Church, Picadilly. She is the
author of Our Sound is Our Wound: Contemplative Listening to a Noisy
World (Continuum, 2010).

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE [HRCS]
January | £3.99 | 978 0 281 07969 8 | Paperback | 48 pp
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RUPERT SHORTT is Religion editor of the Times Literary Supplement and
a former Visiting Fellow at Oxford University. His recent books include
Christianophobia: A Faith under Attack (2012) Rowan’s Rule: The Biography of
the Archbishop (2014) and God is No Thing: Coherent Christianity (2015).

RELIGION AND POLITICS [HRAM2]
January | £3.99 | 978 0 281 07871 4 | Paperback | 48pp

A comprehensive, one-stop resource for all who need to keep abreast of current thinking, but
don’t have time to read entire books on the core topics in this fast-growing field

THE STUDY OF MINISTRY
Eds Martyn Percy, Emma Percy and
Ian Markham
The Study of Ministry is a comprehensive guide to the theory and
practice of ministry that attends to historical sources, the social sciences,
pastoral theology, ecclesiology and cultural studies. The book argues for
the study of ministry to be taken seriously as an aspect of ecclesiology
and pastoral theology, providing a stimulating resource for all those
training for ministries in a variety of denominations.
CONTENTS
Introduction
Part One: Understanding Ministry
Part Two: Models, Methods, and Resources
Part Three: Ministry in Christian Tradition
Part Four: Styles of Christian Ministry
Part Five: Issues in Christian Ministry
Conclusion

MARTYN PERCY is Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, and a
member of the Faculty of Theology and Religion at the University.
He is also Professor of Theological Education at King’s College,
London. His recent publications include The Future Shapes of
Anglicanism (Routledge, 2016), The Ecclesial Canopy (Routledge,
2016), Curacies and How to Survive Them (with Matthew Caminer,
SPCK, 2015), and Shaping the Church (Ashgate, 2013).

KEY SALES POINTS
• The first comprehensive overview of the state of the art in the study of
Christian ministry
• Covers all the major concepts, thinkers and approaches
• Written by an international team of leading authors, from a range of
relevant disciplines
• Authoritative contributions by experts in anthropology, psychology,
psychotherapy, sociology, political theory and related fields of study
• Draws on the best and most recent research from across the
denominational spectrum

EMMA PERCY is Chaplain, Fellow and Welfare Dean at Trinity
College, Oxford. She writes on practical and pastoral theology, and
concepts of ministry. Her recent publications include What Clergy
Do (SPCK, 2014).
IAN MARKHAM is Dean and President of Virginia Theological
Seminary, USA. Ian is an internationally renowned author, and
has published books on pastoral and practical theology and on
Christian-Muslim dialogue.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND PASTORAL ACTIVITY [HRCX4]
January | £50.00 | 978 0 281 07300 9 | Paperback | 1608 pp
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The autobiography of Dr Michael Cassidy, a key figure in the growth of the Christian church in
Southern Africa over the last 50 years

FOOTPRINTS IN THE
AFRICAN SAND
My Life and Times
Michael Cassidy
IAs the nations of Africa shook off the shackles of colonialism and
embraced their newfound independence in the 1960s, a singular figure
burst into prominence in the tumultuous and expectant atmosphere
gripping the continent.
A son of apartheid South Africa, Michael Cassidy appeared an unlikely
candidate to bring a Gospel message of salvation, reconciliation and hope
to a land throwing off the chains of white rule. Undaunted, he forged vital
friendships with black heroes such as Ugandan Bishop Festo Kivengere,
preaching – and living – a searing message of Kingdom love, grace, justice
and non-racialism.
From the Pan African Christian Leadership Assembly in 1976, to the
Beloved Country’s 1994 elections and the inaugurations of Nelson
Mandela, throughout his 55-year ministry, Cassidy has seen clearly the
glaring need and fought for quality leadership across Africa, especially as
South Africa finally transitioned to democracy
As Founder of African Enterprise, Cassidy laboriously built up over five
decades what has emerged as the first African-led global partnership
impacting a continent of vast untapped potential. Empowering Africans to
rise up and call their fellow men and women to embrace Christ and live
out the power of the Gospel in every facet of their lives is enabling Africa
in the 21st century to realize the hopes that beat so strongly in the hearts
of forbears who sought the freedom that only Jesus Christ can offer.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Many commendations available, including Nicky Gumbel, Ravi Zacharias,
John Ortberg, Desmond Tutu, Philip Yancey and Gordon MacDonald.
DR MICHAEL CASSIDY is the founder of African Enterprise and the
President of the international Lausanne Movement. Michael has been
widely involved in calling together major gatherings of church leaders,
including the South African Christian Leadership Assembly (SACLA)
in 1979 and SACLA 2 in 2003, both held in Pretoria. Michael has also
written many books; his latest on John chapter 17 is titled The Church
Jesus Prayed For.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY: RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL [BGXA]
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Celebrates English Anglican parochial ministry, and draws on the resources of Classic Anglicanism
in offering a clear theological vision for the future

VICAR
Celebraring the Renewal of Parish Ministry
Alan Bartlett
For thirty years, the Church has been talking about the oncoming
challenges of providing ordained ministers to lead and enable local
churches. Now the crisis is coming to a head. Under Archbishop Justin
and the Reform and Renewal agenda, long overdue structural change is
really happening. But the people at the sharp end of this change – ‘vicars’
– are often bewildered and demoralized.
In this book, Alan Bartlett celebrates the tradition of English Anglican
ordained pastoral ministry by affirming the value of vicars’ ministry and
way of life, and the great gift they have in relating to our communities and
churches. The ‘vicar’ (parish priest, pastor, minister) still leads her people
in prayer and praise, cares for them in their sufferings, rejoices with
them in their joys and does this both with those who ‘come to church’
and those who don’t. This deep wisdom has sustained the Church for
centuries but are we losing confidence in such a ministry? Because our
communities have not . . .
Concerned that there is a danger of throwing the baby out with the
bathwater, the author asks how we can be better equipped to make wise
decisions about the way church ministry needs to evolve now, in order to
meet the clear need in our parishes for an institutional church. He offers
encouragment to lift the morale of C of E incumbents, while helping
them to continue to adapt, theologically, spiritually and practically.
KEY SALES POINTS
• Author is a very experienced practitioner and theological educator,
an expert in Anglicanism who will draw on some classic resources in
evaluating proposed changes
• Offers a richly affirming and positive reflection on parochial ministry
that will encourage clergy to persevere in the changes that are
necessary in the development of the C of E
• Contributes to the wider debate in the context of the ‘Reform and
Renewal’ process
• There’s nothing like this on the market and it meets a clear need
ALAN BARTLETT has been an Anglican priest for 25 years. He has
served in four north-eastern parishes as well as teaching in a theological
college, where he was the postgraduate Director, and is now working
as a CMD Officer in Durham. Alan taught Anglicanism, church history,
spirituality and practical theology. He has written widely on Anglicanism
and spirituality and now reflects on the future of English Anglican
parochial ministry as both experienced practitioner and theologian. He is
married to Helen, a railway chaplain, and they have two adult children.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND PASTORAL ACTIVITY [HRCX4]
February | £12.99 | 978 0 281 07917 9 | Paperback | 192 pp
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A light-hearted and unashamedly nostalgic return to the 1980s in the company of Archbishop
Robert Runcie, Terry Waite and Richard Chartres, as they traverse the globe

TRAVELS WITH A PRIMATE
Around the World with Archbishop
Robert Runcie
Terry Waite
From darkest Africa to the darker and infinitely wetter birthplace of John
Knox, from the remote expanse of the Alaska Highway to part of the
Antipodes that even Bill Bryson could not reach, Terry Waite takes us on
a guided world tour in the company of Dr Robert Runcie.
Even an archbishop has little control over wars and missed connections,
floods and food poisoning, but this Primate sailed majestically through
the most troubled of waters, as his companions baled energetically in his
wake.
Travels with a Primate is the hilarious and affectionate story of the trials
and tribulations they encountered, and a delightful tribute to an enduring
friendship.
KEY SALES POINTS
• With a new introduction by the author
• A hugely enjoyable and perceptive behind-the-scenes exposé
• All too rarely does the Church laugh at itself - this is a book for a
genuinely wide audience
• Includes a moving chapter on Terry’s five years as a hostage in Beirut, his
‘collection’ by Richard Chartres and welcome home by the Archbishop
• Written by a national hero who has come to symbolize the triumph of
hope over adversity
TERRY WAITE was Advisor to the Archbishop of Canterbury from
1980-1992), and is best known as a hostage negotiator. He was taken
hostage himself in Beirut where he was kept in strict solitary confinement
for almost five years. He has written about this experience in Taken
on Trust (Hodder, 1993). He is also the author of Footfalls in Memory
(Hodder, 1995) and a comic novel, The Voyage of the Golden Handshake
(Silvertail Books, 2015). His most recent titles, Solitude and Out of the
Silence, were published by SPCK in 2017 and 2016. Terry is a co-founder
of Hostage UK and Y Care International and is president of Emmaus UK.

ALSO BY TERRY WAITE:

978 0 281 07881 3
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TRAVEL WRITING [WTL]
February | £9.99 | 978 0 281 08056 4 | Paperback | 220 pp

This compelling reconstruction of the life and thought of St Paul paints a vivid picture of the
Roman world in which he preached his revolutionary message and explains the significance of his
lasting impact on both the Church and the world.

PAUL
A Biography
Tom Wright
Regarded by many as the founder of Christianity, Paul of Tarsus is one of
the most controversial and powerful figures in history. His writings have
had an incalculable influence on Western culture and beyond, and his
words continue to guide the lives of over two billion Christians across the
world today.
In this superbly detailed biography Tom Wright traces Paul’s career from
zealous persecutor of the fledgling Church, through his journeys as the
world’s greatest missionary theologian, to his likely death as a Christian
martyr at the hands of Nero in the mid 60s CE.
Drawing judiciously on the latest research into the Jewish, Greek and
Roman worlds, and enriched by a wealth of critical insight into Paul’s
own writings, this is the most rounded portrait of the apostle ever
painted – his development, motivations, spiritual struggles and intellectual
achievements, and his lasting impact over two millennia.
KEY SALES POINTS
• A gripping historical biography, which will appeal to believer and nonbeliever alike
• Stands alongside the best biographies of other great thinkers from the
ancient world who have shaped the Western world
• Elegantly written by arguably the most influential Pauline scholar in the
world today
PRAISE:
‘A biography of St Paul by his greatest living interpreter: it is a dream
come true. This is the book that I had always hoped Tom Wright
might write, while doubting that he ever would. And now here it is
– and, my goodness, it does not disappoint!’ Tom Holland, author of
Rubicon: The Triumph and Tragedy of the Roman Republic

TOM WRIGHT is Research Professor of New Testament and Early
Christianity at the University of St Andrews. His recent books include
Paul and the Faithfulness of God, Paul and His Recent Interpreters, God
in Public, The Day the Revolution Began and Spiritual and Religious (all
published by SPCK

‘A master teacher here communicates Paul in language every reader
can understand.’ Craig S. Keener, Professor of New Testament,
Asbury Theological Seminary, Kentucky
‘Wright’s excellent book not only brings Paul to life but places that
life in the complex and overlapping array of Jewish and non-Jewish
communities, all set within the Roman empire. The result provides
much to think about . . . for anyone interested in the history of
the first century of the Christian era.’ John Richardson, Emeritus
Professor of Classics, University of Edinburgh
‘An enthralling journey into the mind of Paul by one of the great
theologians of our time, a work full of insight, depth and generosity
of understanding.’ Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

BIOGRAPHY: RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL [BGX]
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A new generation is living fearlessly for Jesus in culture today

FEARFULLY MADE
Hillsong Youth UK
Rejection, failure, loneliness, death. Many young people today live in fear.
But there is another way.
A fearless generation is rising, and Hillsong Youth is leading the way.
Taking one of the core message of Hillsong Youth UK, this full-colour,
graphically dynamic and interactive mag-book will address the ‘big fears’ of
the day and encourage and empower a youthful audience to overcome
fear and live for Christ in culture today.
KEY SALES POINTS
• The Fearless Generation is the central message of Hillsong Youth
shared across multiple platforms: annual Encounter Conference (3000
delegates), Fearless TV, Fearless clothing.
• Hillsong Youth and contributors involved in this book have strong
platforms and social media presence.
• Hillsong is a well-known brand, with strong links in Australia and
America.
• Great endorsements from Brian and Bobbie Houston, Judah Smith,
Guvna B and many more.
• Full colour and dynamic format that speaks to a young generation.
• Interactive space for journaling and reflection.
• Aimed at young adults 16+
HILLSONG YOUTH UK is is a fast-growing youth ministry of Hillsong
Church in the United Kingdom.
Hillsong Church London is the London congregation of Hillsong Church
which also meets in Sydney, Paris, Kiev, Cape Town, Stockholm and New
York City. The church was planted out of Sydney by Gerard and Sue
Keehan in 1992 as the London Christian Life Centre, becoming Hillsong
Church London in 1999, and is currently pastored by Gary and Cathy
Clarke.

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE [HRCV]
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