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This chapter is concerned with the development, 
nature and function of a Gospel, and the unique-
ness of each of the four Gospels as theologically 
motivated narratives. The Gospels are neither fac-
tually accurate records of what Jesus said and did, 
nor are they literary inventions. Originally the sto-
ries of Jesus were told and retold in many settings 
(oral tradition) and in the earliest liturgies (liturgi-
cal tradition).  The inspired writers of the Gospels 
looked backward to the Jesus traditions they re-
ceived and forward to the present and future needs 
of their own communities. Eventually, the Christian 
Churches adopted these texts as Sacred Scripture, 
as they continued to speak eloquently of what God 
had done and continues to do in and through Je-
sus Christ.  Not only in the Incarnation, but also in 
the Gospels “the Word has become flesh and dwells 
among us” (John 1:14).
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